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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

by PAUL COWLEY, CARUSOE BAY

As we continue to weather phase 3 of this horrible pandem-
ic, Tiny seems to be bearing up well as measured by our low
infection rates, despite the virulent variants. Please stay the
course by observing all guidelines while we wait for vaccina-
tions to catch up.

Proposals to increase aggregate extraction on French’s Hill
and draw millions of litres to wash the aggregate continue to
threaten our groundwater and the Alliston Aquifer. This could
affect for many lifetimes what is believed to be the purest
water in the world. Please read the page 9 update on our
legal battle to preserve this natural heritage. Your generous
contributions to help us in this effort would be appreciated:
saveourwatertiny.wordpress.com.

While water levels are thankfully down 18” from last sea-
son’s high, due in part to less precipitation this winter and
spring, efforts continue for more responsible balancing of
upstream and downstream interests in managing the St.
Mary’s River control structure and the St. Clair River. Tiny
Council has wholeheartedly thrown its support behind this
effort and will join forces with other Great Lakes municipal-
ities in asking governments to better manage the man-made
controls at their disposal. Please visit this site for an update:
www.georgianbaygreatlakesfoundation.com/.

With the annual Mayor’s Charity Golf Tournament return-
ing to its traditional outdoor format, FOTTSA is again pleased
to participate as Founding Sponsor of this event, which raises
so much funding for local causes. Please support it generous-
ly by golfing, pledging golfers, or sponsoring it.

Tiny’s Transportation Master Plan and Zoning By-Law are
currently in development. Public input is vital to these pro-
cesses. Read more about them in this issue.

Finally, many of you may already be aware of the SS
Keewatin, the last still-functioning Edwardian steamship in
the world, which for years sailed between Port McNicoll
and the then twin cities of Fort William and Port Arthur
(now Thunder Bay). She returned to her home berth in Port
McNicoll over eight years ago, and talented volunteers have
toiled faithfully to restore her. Her stay in Port McNicoll is
at risk and the volunteers need our support to keep this in-
credible treasure here. Please visit their website and help this
important effort: https://sskeewatin.com.

Have a wonderful summer and stay safe.
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Screen capture from an April 20, 2021 deputation to Tiny Council

Do We Want Aggregate in the Short Term,
or Pristine Water Forever?

by SCOTT WILLIAMS, Georgina Beach

In an April 20, 2021 deputation to Tiny Council, four inter-
nationally recognized Canadian scientists made their case
for studying the groundwater near French’s Hill now, before
applications from two controversial aggregate operations to
draw millions of litres of groundwater receive final govern-
ment approval.

Their concerns are not about gravel pits in general, said
Dr. Michael Powell, Adjunct Professor in the University of
Alberta’s Department of Renewable Resources, but about
these particular pits and the lasting damage they may cause
to the purity of local and regional water supplies. “The wa-
ters of Tiny Township are a natural treasure — one unique to
Canada. If they are lost, our chance to study and understand
natural processes responsible for their quality and our ca-
pacity to implement new levels of resource protection will
be gone ...

“Aggregate occurs throughout Ontario — pristine water
only occurs here. We must better understand this resource
before it is destroyed. Do we want aggregate in the short
term, or pristine water forever?”

French’s Hill serves as a “recharge area” that filters shallow
aquifers, which residents rely on for their wells. The filtered
groundwater may also percolate down into a major aquifer
known as the Alliston Aquifer, which extends from Georgian
Bay to the Oak Ridges Moraine. Scientific testing of this wa-
ter indicates that it is the purest in the world.

What makes French’s Hill and the plain below it unique,
said John Cherry, Distinguished Professor Emeritus,
Hydrogeology at the University of Waterloo, is the variability
in sediments. “We know that recharge areas occur in small
pockets throughout the clay plain, the slopes up the hill, and
the hill itself... What we don’t know is how all of this works.”

This variability helps explain conflicting conclusions in
groundwater consulting reports. They don't agree, said

Cherry, because a comprehensive hydrogeology study has
not yet been done.

He also noted that the aggregate operations on French'’s
Hill already violate a general rule of environmental science:
quarry operations must not be located in the recharge area.
“Government organizations that break this rule are deemed
to be irresponsible.” Expanding the quarry operations “would
be a crime against future generations. There are no shades of
gray on this, this is a matter of right vs. wrong.”

Cherry warned Council against relying on the Ministry of
the Environment, Conservation and Parks to make the right
decisions regarding the permits to draw water because pro-
fessional engineers and hydrogeologists don’t author the de-
cisions that come out of the ministry “purporting to be based
on groundwater knowledge. It’s a failure of the Ontario sys-
tem,” said Cherry.

“You need to protect yourself and your environment from
the Ministry of the Environment,” continued Cherry, “That’s
my opinion, and | state that opinion at public talks, and any
time the ministry wants to debate this with me | would be
happy to debate it.”

Dr. lan Clark, an expert in groundwater geochemistry and
environmental isotopes in hydrogeological settings at the
University of Ottawa, and Dr. William Shotyk, a geochemist
at the University of Alberta, also spoke during the deposition.
Listen to all four scientists here: https://saveourwatertiny.
wordpress.com/videos/. Tiny Township has not approved an
application to expand one of the aggregate operations into
French’s Hill. This application is separate from applications
to draw groundwater, which were submitted to the Ministry
of the Environment, Conservation and Parks. Learn more
about the issues in “Background and Update on Teedon and
Sarjeant Gravel Pits,” on page 9.
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“1 would never do that!” An A-Z for the Best Beach Stewards

by LYNNE ARCHIBALD, Nottawaga Beach

Photos by Lynne Archibald
Frog making the most of a dune slack.

It'’s 2021 and we all know that the environment cannot be
taken for granted. As residents of Tiny, we are among the
luckiest people in the world, with over 70 km of unique
Great Lakes freshwater shoreline in our care. None of us
would intentionally leave garbage on the beach, but are we
really doing everything we can to take care of our coast?
Here are some tips to show your shore some big love.

ATVs are essential for many to get watercraft into the lake at
the beginning and end of every season, but they have no place
on the beach at any other time. They destroy dunes, shore bird
nests, and the native plants that hold the sand in place.

Bonfires require permits, and any fire more than a metre
in diameter requires a special permit. Check first for a fire
ban. To avoid leaving charcoal residue, dig a firepit before-
hand. Afterward, completely douse the fire. When the fire is
completely out, refill the pit. Ensure the pit is within the limits
of your property. Bonfires are prohibited on public beaches.

Cigarette butts may be small individually but they are
a worldwide ecological problem. When washed into the
lake, they slowly dissolve and the filters release pollutants
absorbed from the tobacco. In the water and on the beach,
they may be eaten by animals and birds that mistake them
for food.

Dogs love the beach, and of course you are a responsible
owner who always picks up after your dog. But what about
when you let your dog off leash for some exercise and it runs
off into the dune? Or when you meet a neighbour and aren’t
watching the dog? If you are in an area where your dog can
be off leash, always follow, stoop and scoop.

Dune slacks are low-lying areas within dune systems that
fill with water after heavy rain or when the lake is high. They
are nature’s built-in emergency adaptive system. Enjoy the
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frogs while you can and then allow the area to dry out natu-
rally when the cycle shifts. Climate change is bringing warm-
er, wetter and wilder weather, so a resilient shoreline with
natural dune slacks will protect neighbouring properties.

Golf balls do not belong in the lake. Made of thermoplas-
tics, resin and rubber, golf balls take a long time to disinte-
grate completely, and as they degrade they release micro-
plastics into the water. Microplastics are one of the serious
problems facing the Great Lakes and all those who live in and
around them — people, flora and fauna.

Invasive species are thriving in Tiny. Find out how to
identify and deal with top shoreline invaders, including
White Sweet Clover, Spotted Knapweed and Phragmites,
on the Tiny Cottager website: www.tinycottager.org/inva-
sive-species-2/

Lawns and “hardscaping” are what our grandpar-
ents thought looked nice and tidy. We know better now.
Naturalizing shorelines that were damaged in the past can
help re-establish precious habitats. Native shoreline vegeta-
tion is crucial to the health and quality of the lake because it
naturally filters the water and holds the sand.

Native species are hard-working and adapted to local
conditions, so they’ll do the work for you. Good choices
for Tiny beaches and dunes are Marram grass (Ammapilia
brevilugata), Great Lakes Wheat Grass (Elymus lanceolatus),
Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium), Canada Wild
Rye (Elymus canadensis), Smooth Wild Rose (Rosa blanda),
Beach Pea (Lathyrus japonicas), Bearberry (Arctostaphylos
uva-ursi, and Sand Cherry (runus pumila).

Plogging takes “not littering” to the next level by leaving
the beach better than you found it. Take a small bag (e.g.,
bread bag, used ziplock) on every beach walk, pick up mi-
croplastics (and the macro ones too), and put them in the
garbage where they belong. Once you start looking, you'll
see that even the “cleanest” beaches are chock-a-block with
microplastics.

Rakes are the enemies of biodiversity. All kinds of birds
need the natural shoreline flotsam and jetsam for food and
nesting materials. Just clear what you need for your towels.
And don’t be fooled by photos of plant-free beaches in resort
brochures. Beaches need plants.

Understanding our shore makes us better beach stewards.
Learn more from this fantastic online publication, Southern
Georgian Bay Shoreline Stewardship Guide by the Lake
Huron Centre for Coastal Conservation; www.lakehuron.ca.

Help FOTTSA

Protect the Waverley
Uplands Groundwater and

the Alliston Aquifer

For more information about making a dona-
tion— any amount will help — see “FOTTSA
NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT” on page 5. Your con-
tribution will help FOTTSA in our legal campaign
to stop the Teedon Gravel Pit expansion.

FOTTSA is responsible for Canadian Environ-
mental Law Association’s (CELA) expenses
(travel, hotels, supplies) and for the cost of re-
taining essential witnesses like hydrogeologist
Wilf Ruland. These expenses will amount to
thousands of dollars.

Help us by making a donation to
FoTTSA by PayPal, e-transfer or cheque.
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AY. Jackson’s "Unknown"” Landscape . ooucias o

- _ B . -
g iy ey .

| _—
| Photo: McMaster Museum of Art ~—

- o

| visited McMaster University’s Museum of Fine Arts in
February 2020, to view several early (pre World War 1) works
by A.Y. Jackson. One of them, Girl in the Middy, an oil sketch
of Rosa Breithaupt, herself painting by the water’s edge, con-
tained a bonus painting on the obverse side: a landscape
catalogued as “unknown” in subject matter. Jackson'’s fellow
member of the Group of Seven, A.J. Casson, actually wrote
(in ink!) on it: “The sketch on the reverse side could possibly
be an early A.Y. Jackson.” That clearly seems to be the case.
But what does it depict?

We have some basic clues to the subject matter. Rosa
Breithaupt was one of two artistically inclined Breithaupt sis-
ters (the other was Edna) that Jackson first met in 1910, when
he travelled from Montreal to the southwestern Ontario city
of Berlin (which changed its name to Kitchener in 1916). As a
struggling young artist, A.Y. made the visit to meet and min-
gle with well-off relatives and their circle of friends. The cir-
cle included the Breithaupts, one of Berlin’s most prominent
families. Rosa and Edna’s father, Louis, owned a tannery in
Penetanguishene, at what is still known as Tannery Point, on
southeastern Georgian Bay, and had a summer home near
the tannery on Penetanguishene harbour. They also had a
large houseboat, the Vancrofter, which could sleep two
dozen people. When the Vancrofter wasn’t accommodating
guests at the summer home, it was towed by a tugboat into
the Cognashene region to the northeast, an emerging cot-
taging area studded with islands in Georgian Bay’s 30,000
Islands, where it would be anchored. Jackson’s Berlin rela-
tives, the Clement family, had a cottage in the Cognashene,
at Portage Point, across from another leading Berlin family,
the Williamses, at Wabec Island.

Jackson visited the Cognashene (and Georgian Bay) for the
first time, in the summer of 1910 staying for about a month
at the Clement cottage. It was his introduction to the iconic
rock-and-pine Georgian Bay landscape depicted by Jackson

o TR

«+ and fellow future members of the Group
~  of Seven (formed in 1920), and by Tom

. Thomson. Before the war broke out, he vis-
ited Penetanguishene and the Cognashene
again in 1911 and 1913. He also stayed at
Dr. James MacCallum’s cottage up the shore
from the Cognashene at West Wind Island in
= thefall of 1913. We also know from paintings
of the tannery and Penetanguishene har-
bour that he stayed with the Breithaupts in
Penetanguishene.

It's important to know, when looking
at Jackson’s sketch, that the landscape of
Georgian Bay changes dramatically only a
few miles north of Penetanguishene. Around
Penetanguishene, the terrain is very sandy
and otherwise typical of much of southern
Ontario, and extensively farmed. Just be-
yond Penetanguishene, about halfway up the
west side of Beausoleil Island (now the heart
of Georgian Bay Islands National Park), the
rock-and-pine of the Laurentian shield emerges at the Gin
Islands, and typifies the landscape just to the north, at the
Cognashene.

When [ first laid my eyes on Jackson’s unknown landscape,
| was struck by how much it resembled a view | know very
well. | have lived not far from Penetanguishene for about 25
years. | have kept two boats at a marina in its harbour, and
have otherwise been in and out of that harbour many times.
The sketch immediately brought to mind the westward view
from outer Penetanguishene harbour, toward the high ground
of Tiny Township around Lafontaine. When you come into
the main harbour from the outer harbour, you negotiate a
narrows formed by a spit of land on the left (south), extend-
ing from the high ground of Asylum Point. On the right is
Michaud Point. Once you are through this gap, the length of
Penetanguishene Harbour opens on your left, to the south.
Tannery Point is about 2.5 km to the south. While | cannot say
so without a shred of doubt, the sketch of Rosa on the oppo-
site side associates the landscape sketch with the Breithaupts.
| am fairly persuaded that the unknown landscape is a quick
sketch Jackson made, probably from a rowboat or sailboat,
while puttering around near the Breithaupt summer home in
Penetanguishene during one of his pre-war visits.

-

Westward view of approach to Penetanguishene Harbour. [Annotated.
Nautical Chart captured from Aqua Map]

This article was first published online by Port McNicoll res-
ident Douglas Hunter; douglashunter.ca. Douglas holds a
PhD in history and is the author or co-author of more than 20
books. He is currently completing a book on A.Y. Jackson’s
early career and experiences as a war artist. Watch for an
excerpt in an upcoming issue of The Tiny Cottager.

Township to Draft
New Zoning By-law

by ROBERT McBRIDE, Wymbolwood Beach

Since the County of Simcoe approved the Township of Tiny’s
new Official Plan on January 26, 2021, the next step in the
Township’s planning program is to translate the plan into a
new zoning by-law (ZBL). The ZBL is the Township’s prima-
ry tool for regulating how land is used. The ZBL assigns all
properties to zone categories (e.g., residential, agricultural,
commercial, industrial) and spells out what uses are permit-
ted in each category.

Tiny’s new ZBL must, in accordance with the Planning Act,
conform to the Township’s new Official Plan. Changes that
may be proposed in the new ZBL could have an impact on
your property, as zoning by-laws set standards for the loca-
tion, massing and height of buildings and structures on a lot.

The Township has retained MHBC Planning, a planning con-
sulting firm, to undertake this project. MHBC Planning is the
same firm that led the new Official Plan project. MHBC and
the Township Planning & Development Department will be
working on the New Tiny ZBL over the next year or beyond.

MHBC presented an overview of the project, including
the work plan, public engagement strategy, and schedule at
Council’s February 24, 2021 Committee of the Whole meeting.
The meeting can be viewed on the Township YouTube channel
at www.youtube.com/watch?v=8rgth53qur8. The presenta-
tion starts at about the 1 hour and 10 minute mark.

The first phase is to undertake a detailed review of the new
Official Plan and the existing ZBL and identify directions, op-
tions, and issues for the preparation of the new ZBL.

The new ZBL project will offer a number of ways and op-
portunities for residents, business owners, and associations to
participate in the process:

= an online survey seeking input on the identified issues

= two public information sessions/open houses

= a public meeting prior to the approval by Council of the

new ZBL

Meeting dates and details will be advertised in accordance
with the requirements of the Planning Act, communicated
by the Township via various means. FOTTSA will keep read-
ers informed through coverage in FOTTSA Flash and The Tiny
Cottager.

Learn more about the project at www.tiny.ca.

Robert McBride is a recently retired transportation planning
and engineering professional.
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REPORT ON COUNCIL

Mayor: George Cornell
Deputy Mayor: Steffen Walma
Councillors: Cindy Hastings, Tony Mintoff, Gibb Wishart

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

= Virtual Town Hall - Saturday June 12, 2021

= Mayor’s Charity Golf Tournament — September 10, 2021,
at the Orr Lake Golf Club

= Visit the Township’s COVID-19 webpage at www.tiny.ca/
coronavirus for municipal service impacts and updates

= Tiny Connect - Sign up at www.tinyconnect.ca.

ROAD SAFETY: In September 2020, Lynne Archibald, of
FOTTSA, presented a deputation regarding safety on Tiny
Beaches Road together with the results of a survey of resi-
dents across the township on this subject. “Some of the con-
cerns expressed included speeding, vehicles not yielding to
cyclists or pedestrians, blind spots, poor road conditions and
narrow shoulders.”

Susan Inwood, of the Thunder Beach Association, provided
Council and staff with the results of a road safety survey in
the Thunder Beach area. The concerns of this survey were
similar to those in the survey regarding Tiny Beaches Road.

Both associations hoped to have remedial measures
(particularly 4-way stop signs) installed before summer
2021. Staff, however, decided to refer such decisions to the
Transportation Master Plan, scheduled for completion at the
end of 2021. One helpful acquisition is three new solar radar
signs. They are to be placed on Balm Beach Road W at Albert
Avenue, on Thunder Beach Road at Green Point Road, and at
1371 Champlain Road.

STAFF RESIGNATIONS AND REPLACEMENTS: In very
short order, three key members of staff had to be replaced.
Fire Chief Ray Millar retired in September and was replaced
by Deputy Fire Chief Dave Flewelling on October 1, 2020;
Doug Luker ceased to be CAO on September 25, and Director
of Finance/Treasurer Doug Taylor retired as of September 30.

On December 9, Tim Leitch (Public Works) was appointed
Acting CAO/Acting Deputy Clerk, while Deputy Treasurer
Haley Leblond was appointed Acting Director of Finance/
Treasurer.

In February 2021, Robert J. Lamb was appointed Chief
Administrative Officer/Deputy Clerk. (Lamb was Manager of
Economic Development for Orillia 2001-2009 and for Simcoe
County 2009-2013, CAO of Tay Township 2013-2019, then
CAO of Brock Township 2019-2020.)

In April, Haley Leblond was formally hired to be Director
of Finance/Treasurer.

TOWNSHIP FINANCIAL POSITION: In September 2020,
Treasurer Doug Taylor presented a Financial Impact Report
itemizing the direct and indirect revenue and expense im-
pacts of COVID-19. Taylor concluded: “The net impact of
the lost or deferred revenues and the costs not incurred as a
result of COVID-19 at August 22, 2020 is $362.1k. Therefore,
the total year-to-date estimated impact at August 22, 2020 is
$515.2k. It should be noted that costs and revenues will con-
tinue to be impacted for the balance of 2020 and will quite
likely impact on 2021 to a lesser extent.”

He noted that “additional revenue and cost impacts may
be offset/partially offset by the Provincial funding announce-
ment dated August 12, 2020 ... of $616.7k.”

In February 2021, auditors from Baker Tilly Canada were
of the view that the township’s “financial statements are free
from material misstatement.” However, they made two neg-
ative points:
= the Township’s Asset Consumption Ratio has been slowly

moving in the wrong direction.
= the unrestricted deficit is growing, and the reserves/

reserve fund ratio is not favourable compared to the
provincial average.

In April, Treasurer Haley Leblond presented a Projected
Unaudited 2020 Year-End Financial Summary. After explain-
ing some of the difficulties in preparing such a summary
when COVID impacted so many aspects of township financ-
es, she concluded: “Staff have done their best to include ...
the estimated direct and indirect costs which will be offset
with the COVID relief funding once the methodology from
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the Province has been provided.” Inevitably adjustments had
to be made and will continue to be made in 2021.

SHORT TERM RENTALS: On May 25, 2020, FoTTSA pre-
sented the results of its STR survey to Council along with a
number of recommendations. In June, Council asked staff to
report back on a framework for a licensing policy for STRs.
When nothing was forthcoming, Councillor Mintoff present-
ed a comprehensive motion in November providing a list of
actions that would need to be taken if rules, licensing, and
the like were to be in place prior to the summer of 2021.

On February 24, 2021, Council heard a presentation by
Samantha White of Granicus Host Compliance, a firm that
could manage all aspects of STRs, and considered a report
about STRs by Steven Harvey (By-law). Then staff was told:
= to develop a public survey, in consultation with FOTTSA,

for consideration at the first Committee of the Whole

meeting in March

= to draft a short-term rental licensing by-law including a
renter’s code of conduct

= to report back on next steps for the summer 2021 program
with an implementation target date of the end of May.

In the event, Staff did not consult FOTTSA but did, at
the end of February, put its own survey on the township’s
website. It elicited 699 responses.

At the April 29, 2021 meeting of Council, six individuals
who rent their cottages or who manage STRs for a number of
owners made deputations to Council, all interested in serv-
ing on an advisory committee regarding STRs. Council then
had a wide-ranging discussion of matters that needed to be
considered when creating a draft STR by-law and a code of
conduct.

CAO Lamb brought discussion to a close by observing that
staff had been working on a draft, a draft that would incorpo-
rate points raised by Council and would be run by township
lawyers to ensure that it could be enforced. It would be pre-
sented to Council in May... Action at last?

GYPSY MOTHS: Gypsy moth depredations and how to
cope with them have been on Council’s meeting agendas
regularly since last August. FOTTSA has written letters, re-
ported on research, conducted a survey, made deputations,
and asked for a township or county spraying program of af-
fected areas. In response Council has twice asked for advice
from the Severn Sound Environmental Association and the
County’s Forestry Department, looked into costs, opposed
township wide spraying and spraying of municipal lands, and
has created an onerous reporting program for private land-
owners who choose to spray.

TRANSPORTATION & TRANSIT MASTER PLAN: See p.8

PARKING CHANGES: In November, Council supported
the staff recommendation that the permit parking season be
extended from April 15 to October 15 and that the fine for
parking in a No Parking zone be increased to $75 for early

payment and $90 for payment by the deadline. These moves
were intended to remedy overcrowding.

In February, it was decided to convert open parking on
Peek-a-Boo Trail and a portion of Champlain Road to permit
parking. But then, inspection by By-law, Emergency Services,
and Public Works revealed emergency vehicle access issues
in the area. Council agreed that the roads in question should
be returned to open parking and adjustments made to sig-
nage in the area regarding Emergency Access Roads.

Similar inspection of Seneca Cres, Tomahawk Cres,
Seguin Cres, Manitou Cres, Couchiching Cres, Iroquois Cres,
Coppercliff Cres and Chippewa Cres also revealed emergency
access issues. All these crescents are to become Emergency
Access Roads and appropriate signage is to be installed.

(Hereafter, at Councillor Mintoff’s suggestion, changes to
parking are to be vetted by Emergency Services before com-
ing to Council.)

In April, Council learned that purchase of non-resident per-
mits by residents of Penetanguishene, Midland, Springwater
and Tay more than exhausted the 225 available by April 1,
the day they were announced to be available. The number
is to be raised to 250 and a lottery instituted for the 25 extra
spots among those whose orders arrived by April 1.

REMOVAL OF BEAVER DAM: See p.6.

PHRAGMITES ERADICTION FUNDING: In February,
Kate Harries, President of the MTM Conservation Association,
asked for funding for a Phragmites eradication project in Tiny
Marsh and for a letter of support to accompany her applica-
tion for an EcoAction Grant. She asked the township to con-
tribute $3,000 in year 1, $2,000 in year 2, and $1,000 in year
3 —$6,000 in all. Council supported giving her $3,000 from
the Public Works budget and agreed to supply the necessary
letter of support.

BUDGET: In February, Haley Leblond, Acting Director of
Finance, presented a budget for 2021 predicated on a 2.42%
municipal increase. The lion’s share of the capital budget
(62.5%) went to roads and 55% of the operating budget went
to public protection and transportation (31% for policing and
fire, and 24% for roads). It was approved and adopted.

NEW ZONING BY-LAW: See p.3.

GRACE PERIOD FOR TAX PENALTIES/CHARGES: As
it had in 2020, in March Council approved a grace period for
tax penalties/charges related to 2021 tax bills.

EMPLOYEE REMUNERATION: In March, Council ap-
proved a pay increase for township employees of 1%.

SEWAGE SYSTEM RE-INSPECTION PROGRAM: In
March, Bill Goodale of Tatham Engineering brought Council
up to date on the Township’s ongoing septic re-inspection
program. The area inspected in 2020 included 1,354 prop-
erties in the township’s northwest quadrant. Septic systems
on 129 lots proved to have deficiencies: 48 had root intru-
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sions into the leaching bed area, 11 had an outdoor sink or
shower with a drain discharging onto the ground, 8 needed
to have septic tank lids raised to be level with the surface of
the ground, 7 had indications of vehicles parking or driving
on the septic tank or leaching bed, and 6 or fewer lots had
22 different issues. Follow-up work was done on outstanding
issues from four previous years’ inspections. Owners of 18
properties from 2016 inspections that still hadn’t complied
have been or will be taken to the Ontario Court of Justice.
The areas to be inspected in the summer of 2021 are
Thunder Beach, Giants Tomb Island and Balm Beach.

UNESCO GLOBAL GEOPARKS: The Midland Bay
Landing Development Corporation is conducting a feasi-
bility study into obtaining a UNESCO global geopark des-
ignation for the Midland area, which may include a portion
of Tiny. UNESCO Global Geoparks are geographical areas
where sites and landscapes of international geological sig-
nificance are managed holistically for protection, education
and sustainable development. The 10 top areas that Global
Geoparks focus on include natural resources, geological haz-
ards, climate change, education, science, culture, empower-
ing women, sustainable development, local and indigenous
knowledge, and geoconservation.

Why become a UNESCO Geopark? Such an area utiliz-
es cultural, historic and geographical assets, helps achieve
municipal strategic plan objectives, creates a regional vision
and brand, results in appropriate economic growth and de-
velopment, and attracts private investment and new tax rev-
enue. The presenters will provide feasibility study updates
through July 2021.

PARK AMBASSADORS: In March, CAO Robert Lamb
reported that the Township of Tiny had received additional
COVID relief funding from the Province. As was done last
year, he recommended that some of the funds be used to hire
extra staff to educate park users on the rules and regulations
under COVID. Council approved his recommendation.

TOWNSHIP LIBRARY USE: Hitherto residents of Tiny
could sign up for a free (i.e, funded by the Township)
membership in a library in Penetanguishene or Midland or
Springwater. As of March, Tiny’s residents can have full ac-
cess to all three libraries.

COUNCILCOMPLAINTS AND INQUIRIES HANDLING
GUIDELINE: Council approved a carefully thought-
out Complaint and Inquiry Handling Guideline (Clerk’s
Report CR-008-21). This includes entries headed Type of
Correspondence, Examples, Receipt and Acknowledgement,
Documentation and Tracking, and Resolution and Filing.

Three _{ Sisters

in Real Estate

REMAX GEORGIAN BAY
REALTY LTD. BROKERAGE

Brokerage Independently and Operated

www.shoresoftiny.com
jmcisaac@csolve.net

Cell 705527 9523

Office 705 549 4000

4A Robert St. W.
Penetanguishene, ON L9M 1V1

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT DECISONS: In March,
at the suggestion of CAO Robert Lamb, it was decided to
incorporate the Committee of Adjustment reports into the
Committee of Adjustment Meeting Minutes henceforth.

GROUNDWATER PRESENTATION BY DR. WILLIAM
SHOTYK AND DR. MICHAEL POWELL: Dr. William
Shotyk focused his comments on water quality. He described
the abundant flowing artesian springs of Huronia, said that
the Ouendats’ word for the area meant “the lands that exude
water,” described the extraordinary scientific cleanliness of
the water, both ancient and recent, and said that the reason
the water is so clean is filtration by vegetation, soil, sand, and
aggregate. The study he and a team of scientists are about to
undertake has as its objective understanding how the filtra-
tion that produces this extraordinary water works.

Dr. Michael Powell spoke about the geology of the area
(showing diagrams of the situation below ground) and the
need to understand its complexities. The science team needs
to drill special wells. Their objective is to effect changes in
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policy at all levels of government. They are applying for a
major Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of
Canada (NSERC) Alliance Grant this fall. Both men invited the
township to become a stakeholder whereby it would share the
data amassed by the project through a liaison person so that
scientific discoveries would inform policy on resource use.

COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE: This is to continue on a
three-week rotation until the end of June.

COVID PARKING RESTRICTIONS: The restrictions put in

place last year are to be implemented again this year. These

are designed to give residents priority access to the town-

ship’s public beaches and to address physical distancing con-

cerns. So, from April 15 to October 15, 2021,

= All metered parking is unavailable

= All open parking slots in beach areas are unavailable

= Beach area parking is only available to annual parking per-
mit holders (available to Tiny residents and a limited num-
ber of residents of Midland, Penetanguishene, Springwater
and Tay)

— continued on page 6

FOoTTSA NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT!

Please support the Federation: we keep you informed, and we work
for good, fair government and to protect the environment.

New Payment Options

e PayPal: see the link at www.tinycottager.org

Enclosed is my cheque for $

YES! 1 want to help... Here is my donation!

e e-Transfer. Please send to fottsadonation@gmail.com
e Cheque payable to “FOTTSA” (please include the completed form below)

CONTRIBUTE
$20 or more &
receive a FREE
discount card
for local
merchants!

Name(s)

Address (permanent)
Address (summer residence)

Telephone ( )

Kindly mail donation to:
Federation of Tiny Township Shoreline Associations,

42 Haslemere Rd., Toronto, ON M4N 1X6

Summer Telephone ( )

[0 I'm not a member of a FOTTSA beach association, so please send me a complimentary discount card

E-mail

Thank you! Your support is
very much appreciated.

Anne Robitaille, Jeanne Mclsaac Yvette Robitaille

$2,200,000

MLS#40105047

109 West Shore Drive, Tiny

Jewel of a Home on 5 Acres! Private deeded beach ownership. Heart of Thunder Beach!

$1,500,000

MLS# 40101563

$2,200,000

96 Centre Beach, Tiny

65 ft of Waterfront! Charming All season Family Cottage. Beautiful Sandy Thunder Beach!

109 West Shore Drive, Tiny

$999,999

MLS#40098652

$799,000

MLS# 40038357

79 East Beach Road, Tiny

Exceptional 3+ AC! Immediate Deeded Beach Access with this 8 Bedroom Family Get-Away!

46 Beck Boulevard, Penetanguishene
Build your dream 4 season home! Stunning Waterfront Property Penetanguishene Harbour!
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= Vehicles parked illegally in public beach areas will be
ticketed and towed

= 30-minute maximum parking spaces at Balm Beach will
continue to be available without a parking permit to allow
for curbside pick-up and take-out orders.

UPDATED NOISE BY-LAW: This includes an increase in
Noise Set Fines (from $150 to $300), a $500 minimum fine
for repeat offences, new definitions for domestic tools and
lawn maintenance equipment and prohibited times (9 p.m.
to 8 a.m. Monday to Friday and 9 p.m. to 9 a.m. Saturday,
Sunday and statutory holidays). It also authorized a Noise
Enforcement Campaign for 2021 to increase awareness and
encourage compliance.

JACKSON PARK BOAT LAUNCH: A non-resident vehicle
and trailer daily parking fee is to be $40, and staff is to re-
port back on a pilot program for the 2021 season including
staffing a kiosk with a summer student for the purpose of
controlling traffic and collecting boat launch fees, as well as
hours of operation and a communication strategy regarding
the proposed changes.

TAXES: The last two installments of this year’s taxes are due
on June 25 and September 24. The total levied is $30,888,990.
Of this $12,897,222 supports the Township, $11,360,110 the
County of Simcoe, and $6,631,658 Education.

BEACHFRONT PROPERTY DELINEATION: This is a
multi-year project. The listed properties are to be surveyed,
encroachments identified, and decisions reached about the
encroachments and about complicated boundaries, letters
to be sent to abutting landowners, and demarcation posts in-
stalled a foot inside the municipal property boundary. Small
signs are to be affixed to the posts facing the municipal land
displaying the township logo.

The properties to be delineated this summer are:

= Lafontaine Beach Park, north boundary

= Wahnekewening Beach, all boundaries

= Bluewater Beach, north and south boundaries

= Concession 9/0ssossane Beach, all boundaries from
Lundy Lane to Concession 9

= Woodland Beach, south boundary

= Jackson Park, north boundary

= Edmore Beach, all boundaries

= Archer Road Allowance, all boundaries

= 42 Lackie Crescent, all boundaries

= 10 Nassau Court, all boundaries

= 1880 Tiny Beaches Road North, waterfront boundaries
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Beaver Dam Destruction in Hall's Creek

by SCOTT WILLIAMS, Georgina Beach

Wymbolwood Beach residents have protested the destruc-
tion of a beaver dam in late fall by Township staff. At issue
for the residents was whether the destruction was necessary,
and what process if any was in place to identify ways of min-
imizing the effect on local wildlife.

The dam was located upstream of a culvert. An excavator
was used to destroy the dam even though water had been
flowing unaffected through the culvert. The work appears to
have been done without an environmental assessment or a
formal work order.

According to a 1995 document published by the Ministry
of Natural Resources and Forestry, destroying a beaver dam
does nothing to make the area unattractive to beaver. They
may rebuild their dams, often starting the same day.*

Late fall is a precarious time of year for beaver. Their dams
maintain water levels at a height that keeps their lodge safe
from predators and the lodge entrance free of ice in winter.
Destroying a dam in late fall puts beavers’ food supply and
safety at risk. As of press time, it is not known whether the
Hall’s Creek beaver was able to survive the winter.

The dam was located on Hall’s Creek, a natural stream
that passes through a provincially significant wetland and
the Wymbolwood Nature Preserve before draining into
Georgian Bay.

Deputation questions the lack of process

In a November 20, 2021 deputation to Tiny Council, Julie
Aranov presented a petition signed by over 50 Wymbolwood
residents asking the Township to stop destroying the dam.

Julie also asked, “How is it that Tiny Township is not
required to show even a minimum standard of environ-
mental stewardship when dealing with a beaver dam on a
natural creek within a provincially significant wetland?”
Furthermore, she asked, had the Township
= considered other solutions that might have protected

private property while enabling the beaver to survive the

winter, such as pond levellers — simple, low-cost devices
that allow water to flow through a beaver dam or

plugged culvert
= taken steps to ensure that its actions did not cause the

affected beaver(s) unnecessary suffering

In response to a question from Council about how the
Township responds to natural threats to infrastructure, a staff
member pointed out that in the past a dam on Hall’s Creek
caused a section of Tiny Beaches Road South to wash out.
“There is a reason why we do get rid of [dams]. It's not just
because we don't like beavers, we have nothing against bea-
vers. We're just digging up their dams.”

In a December 2 letter to Council, Wymbolwood resi-
dent Lynn Short challenged the staff member’s comments.
The flooding event referred to occurred in the 1960s, she
noted. Since then much larger culverts have been installed
where Hall’s Creek crosses Township roads, “likely altering
concerns about road washout.”

In her letter, Lynn urged that Council direct staff to
* become better informed on habitat requirements, best

practices and more humane ways of dealing with wildlife

generally, and beavers in particular

DR. STEVEN J. FREY and ASSOCIATES
OPTOMETRISTS

Mon -Tues 9-5 Wed -Thurs 9-7 Fri-10-5
Spectacle & Contact Lens Services
Photodocumentation
New Patients Welcome

&

153 Main St. Parking at Rear
Penetanguishene, Ontario Phone 705-549-3609
LOM 1L7 Fax 705-549-3824

*Delivery *Curbside Pickup
*In-store shopping

159 Balm Beach Rd. East




= document a justification for action that disrupts wildlife
habitat, identifies options, and provides a rationale for the
recommended action

“This would provide basic assurance to Council and the
public that the desiructive action taken by its staff is neces-
sary and not simply wanton and irresponsible,” Lynn wrote.

In subsequent correspondence to Lynn and Julia, the di-
rector of Public Works sidestepped concerns about the deci-
sion-making process in removing the dam. Instead, he wrote
that culvert blockages in general “will compromise our infra-
structure and jmmediate attention is required where delays
will result in costly damage that can be avoided by removal of
areas that are not the beaver’s lodge but blockage to continue
to enlarge flooded areas.”

The letter gave no indication that Township staff under-
stand the contribution of beaver to the natural environment,
know how to deal with them humanely, or would investigate
best practices. Instead, it left responsibility for next steps up
to Lynn and Julia: “Please reach out in the new year and
we can further review what role your group may play in the
management of wildlife with operational ebligations.”

*"Options for Controlling Beaver on Private Land,” Ministry
of Matural Resources and Forestry, 1995 Reproduced
by the Municipality of Huron Shores at huronshores.ca/
wp-content/uploads/2010/07/ Beaver-Control-Tips-MNR.pdl

Beavers:
An Inconvenient Species?

by LORNE FITCH
The beaver is quite a package: it swims like a fish, cuts like
a chain saw, moves materials like a front end loader, is the
first water engineer and the first logger and translorms land-
scapes at a scale that rivals human-based transformations.
Some might consider them an incanvenient species.

As our national symbol the beaver is equally loved, hated
and universally misundersiood, They can come with homs
or halos. When they flood roads and property or cut favour-
ite trees they can seem evil incarnate. To the myriad of plant,
insect, fish and wildlife species beavers create habitat for and
to those that appreciate biodiversity, beavers are divinely in-
spited. In that balance beavers are seriously underrated as a
species that can help us weather the storm of climate change.

The essence of climate change is greater variability in our
weather. For many landscapes the trend is towards warmer
and drier conditions. It may also mean more violent storms
that dump massive amounts of rain in a short time period.
It's a conundrum of generally less precipitation overall, but
delivery faster than the landscape can absorb. In a perverse
way it means increased drought and flood conditions, often
within the same year.

What beavers do, and have done for centuries, can miligate
some of this increased variability. We may have overlooked a

“Managed Forest-Plans;
Approvals & Renewals™
- If you ewn 10+ ucres of forest
A Managed Forest Plan may reducel”
J your municipal taxes ngmﬁunll_\
Fit Denttline for new applications Is June 30 ~

B ECOsmMEDIC \ ¥
BE Ecosydem Hestoration Services = ".'.

andy Agnew™ 705-835-6824 Ay
ww.ecomegdic.ca sugnewia coomedic. o i
A et

natural ally in our efforts to conserve and manage water.

When a beaver hears running water it clicks the switch
into dam building mode, Deeper water is a safer home for
heavers. Beaver dams create impoundments of stored water;
often of significant volume. Research indicates that beaver
activity can increase the amount of open water in a water-
shed by nearly 10 per cent. But that's anly the water we can
see. Beneath the ponds and adjacent areas is a much more
profound story. Multiply the volume of surface walter by five
to 10 times 1o get a picture of hidden ground water storage.

Beaver ponds both store and deliver water. By allowing wa-
ter to seep into the ground to shallow aquifers, downstream
flows are enhanced from two 1o 10 times when compared to
streams without beavers on them. Mostimportant, that water
is delivered later in the season, when flows are normally low
{and in drought very low), helping fish survive and providing
essential supplies to us downstream water drinkers.

On another front, beaver dams function as speed bumps for
streams, slowing down the velocity of moving water, Moving
water has incredible power, especially during floods, and can
be extremely destructive. An array of beaver dams andl poncls
in a watershed can delay and reduce the fload peak and the
enerpy associated with that quickly moving mass of water.

Beaver dams increase the width of the effective flood-
plain up to 12 times. Wider floodplains slow down water
by spreading it out. This reduces the erosive force, allowing
water to be captured in surface iregularities and eventually
some into shallow aquifers. Much of the sediment carried
by flood waters is dropped in the floodplain, improving wa-
ter quality. The impact of a flood is dampened, slowed and
reduced, which decreases the negative impacts on down-
stream communities.

Our attempts to mitigate floods and droughts aren't always
successful and are very costly enterprises. Often engineered
structures destroy many natural attributes, fish and wildlife
populations are negatively affected and visually the results
detract from natural landscapes.

If watersheds had more beaver dams and ponds, this would
increase the landscape’s ability to capture and tame flood
flows, mitigate droughts and better manage risk. Integrating
beavers into our future flood, drought and watershed
plans can reduce costs and impacts and add substantially
to henefits.

The challenge is current beaver populations are a fraction
of historical numbers. Population recavery has been slow,
partly because we have not fully understood and appreciat-
ed the many services provided by beavers and the benefits
for us. Another look at beavers will show they are a most
convenient species to have as an ally as we adjust to water
scarcity and periodic water overabundance.

Lome Fitch is a professional biologist, a retired fish and wild-
life biologist and an adjunct professor with the University of
Calgary. This article was published with permission of the
Nature Conservancy of Canada, and was previously pub-
lished online: https:/www. natureconservancy.ca/en/

O: 705 526 4271 | D: 705 529 4898
yoshea.ca | hollyoshea.ca
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July 1?Juullet — Lafontaine Ontario

THE FESTIVAL DU LOUP IS SET FOR JULY 17!

Deespite the continuing pandemic, La Meute culturelle’s Board

of Directors has decided to offer the community a hybrid

version of Festival du loup for 2021

+ Three professional performances will be projected on a
big screen at the Robert Robitaille Pavilion in downtown
Lafontaine on Saturday, july 17.

- The evening events happen on a stage where the pop-
ular painted wolves are set up for this year's silent auction
with final bidding happening live online.

+ The groups who were invited to last year's festival — Hey
Wow, De Temps Antan and the Winston Band — are cur-
rently exploring options for recording their performances
specitically for Lafontaine. Na matter the distance, we will
all be able to tap our feet, dance, sing or all three at once!

» La Meute is hoping to welcome an audience of ane

www.festivalduloup.on.ca

hundred provided health officials deem the g.nhering
acreptable. We are committed to entertaining our com-
munity in a safe environment, The evening will unfold
following health unit directives in effect on July 17.
» The 17th edition of the festival will go ahead
come hell or high water, as we will broadcast live online
and provide streaming for the shows on Facehook and
Youtube social media |J|ali0rms.
SPREAD THE WORD:
Festival du Loup #17 is happening on July 17!
For mare information, visit festivalduloup on.ca.
The mandate of La Meute culturelle is to transfer cultural
knowledge from generations past and present, to future
generations. Through a variety of activities, projects and
events — key vehicles for French language and culture — La
Meute will enhance and build francophone pride.

33 Roborl Streel Wesl
Panstanguishena, Ont
L9M IM5

Sue St. Amant

SHADES OF GREEN
TREE SERVICE INC,

| Certified Arborists
« Tree Pruning & Hemmia
= Tree Insect Control:

gypsy moth, amcraId
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+ INSURED

705 533 1834 or
705 209 1401

shadynook@icloud.com | www.sogts.com
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Lynn-Stone Funeral Homes Inc.

MICHAEL J. STONE
Kim Birley, Debbie Craddock

15 Yonge Street South
Elmvale, Ontario LOL 1P0
Tel: 705-322-2732 / Fax: 705-322-2901
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RE/Max Georgian Bay Realty Ltd.
4 Robert . W., Penetanguisheen, ON
Office: 705 549 4000
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What You Need to Know
About Tiny Township's
Transportation Master Plan

by ROBERT McBRIDE, Wymbolwood Beach

The Township of Tiny recently began preparing its first ever
transportation master plan (TMP). These plans help com-
munities and regions identify solutions to current and future
transportation needs for motor vehicles, bicycles, pedestri-
ans, transit, and off-road vehicle mobility, including all-ter-
rain vehicles (ATVs) and snowmobiles.

The plan’s intent, according to the Township’s web page,
https:/Tiny.ca/TMP, is to “improve connectivity and travel
times, increase safety, and encourage active transportation.”

The Township invited community input through a survey,
mapping and email up to April 16. However, future opportu-
nities for consultation remain, including two “public informa-
tion centres” (details yet to be released). FOTTSA encourages
all Tiny residents with an interest in this matter to participate
and express their views. The Township expects to complete
the study portion of the development process this fall.

As of mid-April, the website has not gone into the full range
of topics to be addressed in the plan. However, the scope of
services provided by the Township in its request for proposals
for consultants to develop the plan lists 5 major objectives and
17 secondary objectives covering a wide range of transporta-
tion related topics. Among them:
= reviewing the Township’s network for different modes of

transportation and proposing how connectivity could be

improved to reduce travel times, increase safety, encourage
active transportation, encourage the use of transit, and help
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 15% for municipal

operations and 6% for the community by the year 2028.

— TRANSPORTATION continued on page 12

Shopping for Goods or
Services? Use Your FoTTSA
Retail Discount Card

Show your card to save! Almost 20 local retailers and
service providers participate in the program with exclusive
offers available only to holders of FOTTSA’s local retail
discount card.

The card is available to all members of shoreline associ-
ations that belong to FOTTSA, as well as any Tiny resident
who makes a donation of $20 or more.

With the pandemic nearing the end of its cycle, local busi-
nesses are eager to serve your needs. Show the card and let
participating businesses know that we are supporting them.

It's a win for everyone. You save, and the businesses have
an opportunity to increase sales and build customer loyalty.

Businesses sign up because the program offers them a
competitive advantage through greater visibility. Each busi-
ness is listed on the Tiny Cottager website. FOTTSA also

COVID crazy Real Estate Prlces by IRENE WILSON, Wendake Beach

Bidding wars, multiple offers, and line-ups at showings are all
the product of a new frenzy to exit high population areas like
the GTA. In the first three months of 2021, home sales in the
eastern portion of southern Georgian Bay jumped 37% over
the same period in 2020.*

Residents in Tiny have been approached by both agents
and buyers knocking on their doors, or through letters and
mail drops, looking for anyone willing to sell their property.

We have already had Baby Boomers transitioning here to
retire, but now COVID-19 has created a surge of seniors and
families looking to reduce their risk of serious illness and im-
prove their quality of life. This is especially true for people
who had downsized into condos where elevators and un-
derground garages make social distancing and disinfecting
a constant challenge. The lockdowns have trapped residents
in buildings that often lack greenspace or balconies. Even
walking outdoors with masks in high density areas can make
some individuals uncomfortable.

Adding to the frenzy are investment buyers looking for
properties with Airbnb potential, the demand for which
has exploded with people’s inability to travel or visit family.
The result is unprecedented demand for recreational and

* The eastern portion of southern Georgian Bay comprises
Midland, Penetanguishene, and the townships of Tiny, Tay,
Severn and Georgian Bay. Source: “MLS® home sales in
Southern Georgian Bay overtake previous March record,”
Southern Georgian Bay Association of Realtors, April 14, 2021;
sgbrealtors.com/local-stats-news/.

3 RECENT
BIDDING
WARS

All are within

Area

Bluewater Beach

renovation

Property Description

4 bedroom + 2 bath cottage,
electric baseboard heat,

built in 1983, 2300 sq. ft.,

all original inside, needing

residential properties. Tiny’s extensive beaches, gorgeous
views, shorelines, woodlands and farms have charmed
these city dwellers, many of whom never knew that Tiny
existed until they were searching for a vacation rental.

In a high demand, low supply market, bidding wars have
been a great way for sellers to maximize the value of their
property. Record prices have been achieved regardless of the
condition of the home or cottage, and that has also been
true for vacant lots. It is not unusual to have 10 to 20 or even
30 offers on a property, especially if the list price is below
$500,000 and the location is appealing.

6 steps for setting up a bidding war

These steps can help you and your agent attract the most

potential buyers.

1. Agree on a price that will attract buyers based on current
market data. Set a date and time for receiving offers.

2. Declutter and do a basic cleanup inside and outdoors.
The cleaner the house, the better it shows.

3. Create a virtual tour by having a professional photogra-
pher take photos and drone shots of the surrounding area.

4. Install a “Coming Soon to Realtor.ca” sign on the property
a few days to a week before the listing is live on Realtor.ca
(optional).

5. Schedule time frames for showings. Set expectations that
agents and their clients follow COVID protocols such as
masks, gloves, hand sanitizers and no touching of surfac-
es. Ensure visitors sign standard COVID disclosure forms
before showings. Some owners prefer to be away rather
than be inconvenienced by the showings: one property
had 90 showings over a period of 10 days.

6. Schedule a bidding presentation date, generally 4 to 10
days after the showing period. Review all registered offers
with your agent.

Buyers are jumping into this market often without the op-
portunity to do their due diligence, such as home inspec-
tions. They may be represented by out-of-town agents unfa-
miliar with septic systems, wells or legal beach accesses in
our area. Caveat emptor — “let the buyer beware” — so that
there are no surprises or regrets after taking possession.
Irene Wilson is a sales representative with RE/MAX
Georgian Bay Realty Ltd., and a member of the Georgian
Bay Association of Realtors Education Committee.

List Price
$438,000

Selling Price % Increase
$608,000 38

walking distance
of the beach,
but are not
waterfront.

Lafontaine Beach

3 bedroom + 2 bath cottage,
forced air gas heat, built in
1971, 2200 sq. ft., all original
inside, needing renovation

$499,000 $675,000 26

Lafontaine Beach

Vacant lot 100 ft x 150 ft

$199,900 $256,000 22

promotes the program in each issue of The Tiny Cottager —
the only publication delivered twice yearly to every business
and homeowner in Tiny Township — and in the monthly
FOTTSA Flash e-newsletter.

If you are a business serving Tiny Township and would like
to participate in the program, please contact us: secretary.
fottsa@tinycottager.org

We at The Tiny Cottager are doing our part to promote
local retailers and service providers, and so can you. To
receive a discount card by making a donation, see “FoTTSA
Needs Your Support!” on page 5. Shop local, show the card,
and let business owners know we appreciate their efforts.

Thinking of Buying or Selling a Waterfront,
a Home, a Cottage or Land in Tiny?

Call or Text: 705 528 8381 | 705 527 2276
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Breaking news — RONA

RONA on Highway 93 just outside of Midland has
een a FOTTSA discount card partner for years. Many
of us have saved hundreds of dollars at this location.

Now FoTTSA discount cardholders can save at any
RONA store in Canada.

Check the TC website
www.tinycottager.org/retailers-discounts/
for details and a list of our other partners.




BACKGROUND
AND UPDATE

Background: The fight to preserve the aquifers in Tiny
Township has been long and complex. It has involved many
groups — farmers, First Nations, associations, shoreline com-
munities, scientists — all trying to persuade various levels of
government to protect the extraordinary water that underlies
Tiny Township.

The first stage of the fight culminated in 2009 in the de-
feat of Simcoe County’s plan to put a garbage dump directly
over the aquifer at Site 41 in Concession 2. For many years
the fight was spearheaded by local farmers until in the fi-
nal year there was a broad concerted effort: there were
walks for water; women from the Beausoleil First Nation of
Christian Island set up a summer-long encampment on Art
Parnell’s farm next to the proposed site; Jonathan Shore, Kate
Harries and Dale Goldhawk (the latter on 740 AM radio)
managed publicity; well-known activists including David
Crombie, Ralph Nader, Charlie Angus, Elizabeth May, and
Maude Barlow visited and spoke at rallies; local politicians
including Tiny Council, MPP Garfield Dunlop and MP Bruce
Stanton attended rallies and went on walks; the Council of
Canadians sponsored petitions; a group sought to change
the minds of County Councillors who supported Site 41; and
FOTTSA participated in the rallies, supported the encamp-
ment, and went on walks. In response, the OPP made threat-
ening phone calls, arrested protesters and laid charges.

Ironically, the very year Site 41 was finally stopped, the
battle to protect the aquifer complex became acute on
another front, the washing of gravel in the Teedon Pit, as
nearby wells, streams, and springs were impacted with silt.
After the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change
(MECC) and the pit owners recurrently claimed the washing
had no impact on local wells, Bonnie Pauze and Jake Pigeon
(owners of 1189 Marshall Road) hired hydrogeologist Wilf
Ruland in 2015 to examine the situation and prepare a re-
port, and three years later to submit a second report when
CRH Canada Group Inc. (the new owners of the Teedon Pit)
applied on January 18, 2018 for a new Permit to Take Water.
His reports exposed many problems with the management
of the washing of gravel in the Teedon Pit.

A Chronology of Events: in the years since 2009
= Aware Simcoe (successor to the Site 41 Group) monitored
the situation and published articles on its website about issues
at the Pit and recently about Sarjeant’s actions.
= First Nations women went on extended water walks
around the Great Lakes and hiked from Cedar Point to
Site 41. In the midst of an April blizzard in 2018, togeth-
er with the Friends of the Waverley Uplands, the First
Nations cohosted a water ceremony that attracted First
Nations representatives from across North America.
= FOTTSA published articles in The Tiny Cottager, and
after December 2018 began to take legal action, initially
in opposition to the extension of the Teedon Pit into
French’s Hill, then regarding the granting of a Permit
to Take Water to the Teedon Pit and the application
for a PTTW by the Sarjeant Company for an adjacent
pit. FOTTSA also created a “Save Our Water” website:
saveourwatertiny.wordpress.com. An immense amount of
material is archived there under the headings “how you
can help,” “permits to take water,” Teedon LPAT hearing,”
“background,” “gallery,” “videos,” “press,” and “contacts.”
The Friends of the Waverley Uplands set up a Facebook
page to do with the Teedon Pit, French’s Hill, and the
Sarjeant Pit. For a time, Vicki Monague (First Nations) and
Erin Archer (Friends) invited concerned citizens to come
to the Teedon Pit gate on Fridays to protest the mining
and washing of aggregates there.
The Council of Canadians, particularly Maude Barlow
and Mark Calzavara, supported local efforts to protect
the world’s purest water. Calzavara launched petitions
garnering thousands of signatories for presentation to the
Ontario Legislature and its Ministries of the Environment
and Climate Change (MECC) and of Natural Resources
and Forestry (MNRF). These expressed concerns about
the risks of aggregate extraction to the world’s purest
water. Local petitions were also signed and presented.
Dr. William Shotyk founded the Elmvale Foundation
and the EImvale Water Festival in 2007 to educate the
public about the value of our water resources. He had
been sampling artesian flows on his farm just south of the
eastern side of Tiny Township for more than 30 years and
went on to sample other area flows, learning that local
groundwater, young and old, is comparable to the clean-
est layers of ancient arctic ice. He has published scholarly
articles about the lack of pollutants and trace elements in
the water.
Shotyk has tried to move area politicians to protect this
extraordinary water. He addressed County Council in
2009 but was not allowed to address that group in 2018.
He addressed Tiny Council several years ago, and again
recently, in company with Dr. Michael Powell, about the
extraordinary quality of the groundwater in Concession

i

on Teedon and Sarjeant Gravel Pits

1. He is leading a number of eminent scientists (including
Dr. John Cherry, co-author of the standard textbook on
groundwater) in a research project bent on understanding
why local groundwater is so clean.

Deputations over the years by many individuals and
groups kept the community’s concerns with the area’s pure
aquifers front and centre. From time to time, when a key
decision had to be made by Council, a large number of
such deputations were made. On January 26, 2021, for ex-
ample, at a meeting concerning the granting of a PTTW to
the owner of the Teedon Pit, Kate Harries (Aware Simcoe),
Eric Shomann (Green Party), Karen Rathwell (Wellington
Water Watchers), Sandy Agnew (Simcoe County Greenbelt
Coalition), Bonnie Pauze (owner of a silty well), and Peter
Anderson (concerned citizen) all made deputations, and
written deputations by David Barkey (neighbour of the
Teedon Pit), John and Anne Nahuis (from the farming com-
munity), and The Council of Canadians were read out.

CRH Canada Group Inc. (the international company

that purchased the Teedon Pit in May 2017) tried to curry
favour with the local community by setting up the Teedon
Community Liaison Committee. Managed by a mediator,
the CLC meetings tried to allay community concerns by
bringing in experts employed by CRH as speakers, but no
independent experts were allowed to speak. Many of the
committee discussions resulted in impasses. It is possible
that the CLC meetings were an attempt to forestall local ac-
tivism. If so, they didn’t succeed. Local First Nations formed
a drum circle outside the building where the meetings were
held and concerned citizens continued to protest.

LPAT Hearing: The Township of Tiny got embroiled in the
problems presented by the Teedon Pit when the Pit’s own-
ers proposed an extension of the Pit north into French’s Hill
that required changes to the Township’s Official Plan and By-
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laws. The Township called a couple of well-attended, vocal
public meetings on the matter but did not make the requested
changes. So CRH appealed its inaction to the LPAT (Local
Planning Appeal Tribunal).

Those concerned about the impact of the pit on the aqui-
fer complex met in the Township’s Council Chamber on
December 5, 2018 for the first LPAT Prehearing Conference.
At it, some 31 individuals who wanted to participate in the
hearing declared their interest in becoming a party (able to
hire a lawyer and cross-examine witnesses), participant (able
to submit a statement), or observer.

Three applications for party status emerged that morning:
CRH represented by Jonathan Kahn (a leading Canadian envi-
ronmental lawyer), Tiny Township represented by Sarah Hahn
(associate lawyer with Barriston LLP in Barrie), and FOTTSA
represented by the Canadian Environmental Law Association.
CRH’s application to renew its license to take gravel under
the Aggregate Resources Act and its decision to ask MNRF to
refer the license application to the LPAT board for consolida-
tion with the Planning Act matters caused a long delay. The
referral was finally made in February 2021.

Matters then began to move forward slowly. Two additional
Case Management Conferences are now to take place, one
to identify any additional Parties or Participants arising from
the referral and the other to finalize the Procedural Order and
Issues List for the Hearing.

The first is to occur by video on Tuesday, June 8, 2021 at 10
a.m. and the second is to occur by video on Friday, July 23,
2021 at 10 a.m. For more on attending these meetings, go to
saveourwatertiny.wordpress.com. Under the heading “Teedon
LPAT hearing” near the beginning, you’ll see “Memorandum
of Oral Decision delivered by T. Prevedel.” That document
explains how to attend the June and July meetings.

Permit to Take Water Issues: Meantime, a second is-
sue engaged officialdom. CRH’s January 18, 2018 application
for a Permit to Take Water for the washing of aggregate was
posted on the Environmental Registry of Ontario website for
90 days (60 more than the usual 30). The Ministry received
133 comments through the Registry and 5,113 comments by
email, one of them being the comment report prepared for
Bonnie Pauze and Jake Pigeon by Wilf Ruland, almost all of
them in opposition to the granting of a PTTW.

Nonetheless, three years later, on January 14, 2021, the
Director of the MECP issued a PTTW to CRH Canada Group Inc.

Both FOTTSA and the Township applied for Leave to Appeal
the decision — a complex, expensive business. But it was
successful. Both have since filed the “Notice of Appeal,”
which gets the process started, though the appeal probably
won't be heard until late summer or early fall.

— TEEDON continued on page 10
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... TEEDON continued from page 9

Apart from being swept into the LPAT process through in-
action, and yielding to public pressure to make the necessary
moves regarding the granting of the PTTW, Council made
(and subsequently repeated) two important statements about
the situation in Concession 1:

1. That the Township is fundamentally opposed to the ex-
traction and washing of aggregate in environmentally
sensitive areas.

2. That there is presently a groundwater study being under-
taken by Dr. Cherry et al and that the findings of this re-
port be taken into consideration by the Province prior to
the issuance of any further licenses.

The Sarjeant Company's Application fora PTTW:
As if the CRH wasn’t enough to contend with, the Sarjeant
Company, which owns property in Concession 1, became ac-
tive after a long period of quiescence. Its first move was to
resuscitate the road improvement agreement it had made with
the Township in 2011, regarding the use of French Road to
truck gravel out to County Road 27 from its licensed pits south
and west of the Teedon Pit.

So, in 2019, Sarjeant approached the Township about
amending the agreement so that it could bring the road up
to haul road standard. Since Sarjeant would be the sole user,
Councillor Mintoff suggested that the agreement require the
company to maintain the road to an appropriate standard
throughout its use. This was done. In most respects, though,
the Township’s hands were tied — the area was zoned aggre-
gate and Sarjeant already had a license to take gravel.

One concern was allayed in January 2020 when Sarjeant
proposed to MNRF, and MNRF agreed, that asphalt be re-
moved from the list of recyclable materials that may be im-
ported onto the site.

Work began in 2020 to prepare the site at 1379 Baseline
Road, which stretches east to French Road, for the taking
and washing of gravel. Vegetation and soil were stripped
away, and a gulley created to carry water away from the top
of French’s Hill. When a scientist involved in the proposed
groundwater study looked at what had been done, he was
appalled. The removal of the surface of the site and the pro-
posed removal of much of French’s Hill meant that the nat-
ural filtration system that produced the area’s extraordinary
water and that the scientists want to study had already suf-
fered damage and would suffer much more.

Then, early in 2021 Sarjeant applied to the Ministry of the
Environment, Conservation and Parks for a Permit to Take
Water and a notice appeared on the Environmental Registry
of Ontario (ERO) on February 22. When comments flooded
in, the comment period was extended to April 23. The pro-
posal included drawing a huge volume of water — 1,641,600
litres — from each of two ponds every day for 180 days of
the year, for the washing of aggregate. And there is a lot of
aggregate to be washed since Sarjeant has a license to re-
move a million tonnes of aggregate a year (much more than
the Teedon pit’s license for 600,000 tonnes).

Tiny’s Council directed staff to prepare a formal written ob-
jection to Sarjeant’s application for a PTTW. FoTTSA likewise
decided to oppose the granting of the PTTW and employed
Wilf Ruland to prepare a report/comment.

And so, the battle continues. COVID has dramatically lim-
ited the actions that can be taken — no big rallies in the
Perkinsfield Pavilion, no busing of protestors to Queen’s
Park, no easy ways to raise funds to finance the legal fight
— but it’s a battle worth fighting despite the constraints and
challenges. We're looking into environmental grants and go
fund me platforms on the internet.

We'd welcome your suggestions and support. See “how
you can help” in saveourwatertiny.wordpress.com.
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We can help with that too!
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in the Know with
FoT TSA Flash

Stay

THE TINY COTTAGER

http://www.tinycottager.org

We email this quick-reading newsletter up to 12
times a year straight to subscribers’ Inboxes. Not
receiving it? Stay in the know. Just email us at
Secretary.fottsa@tinycottager.org, and we’ll add you
to the list.

P.S. Your email address is safe with us. We never
share our list with anyone.
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Have You Received
an Unsolicited

Offer to

Buy Your

Property?

by SCOTT WILLIAMS, Georgina Beach

This offer, recently distributed throughout Tiny Township,
conveys a folksy image of a nice couple just trying to find
places to buy. They may be nice, but they’re entrepreneurs
in the business of buying and selling properties wholesale.

While there’s nothing illegal about this it's worth under-
standing what wholesaling is about if you're thinking of sell-
ing a property. For help with this, The Tiny Cottager asked
Phil Pantling, realtor with Royal LePage In Touch, the follow-
ing questions.

How does this type of offer to buy work?
For sellers, there may not appear to be much difference be-
tween selling to a wholesaler and traditionally listing your
property for sale; in both instances the seller sells and the
buyer buys. Where these approaches differ is in the process.
Wholesalers “flip” properties for profit. They negotiate di-
rectly with sellers, and their main goal is to get the best deal
for themselves without having to compete with other buyers.
When working with a licensed realtor, you get the benefit of
a professional working solely on your behalf, exposing the prop-
erty to as many buyers as possible, to maximize the sale price.

What properties are best suited to this approach?
Certain circumstances may make sense for a seller to con-
sider this type of offer. If, for instance, a property can’t be
shown, either due to a structural issue, an uncooperative
tenant, or a potential health risk such as mould, a seller may
decide to entertain such an offer. Even in extreme situations
such as these, it would still be in the seller’s best interest to
consult with a realtor first to ensure they are getting fair mar-
ket value for their property.

What are the benefits to sellers?

No real estate commissions would be the biggest benefit but
wholesalers may also offer additional incentives, such as “no
home inspection,” “all cash offer” or “quick closing.”

What are some potential drawbacks?

Wholesalers are hoping the allure of “no real estate commis-
sions” will entice potential sellers to sell their properties ex-
clusively, often at significantly below market value. In many
cases, the sellers are "stepping over pounds to pick up pen-
nies” since the true value of their assets, if exposed to the
open market, may far outweigh savings in commissions.

Are wholesalers licensed realtors?

Not usually. Realtors are bound by a code of ethics requiring
them to disclose that they are realtors, their intentions with
the property, and if they are aware of any facts that may af-
fect the property value at the time of sale. If wholesalers were
realtors, they would be obliged to make these disclosures.

What benefits does a realtor provide that a
wholesaler cannot?

A realtor will expose your property to as many qualified buy-
ers as possible to get the best sale price. In today’s market of
immense demand and anemic supply, sellers who decide to
sell their property to a single buyer may be doing themselves
a disservice. Anyone considering selling should first seek the
advice of a trusted local realtor.

Phil Pantling is a longtime resident of Tiny and a realtor at
Royal LePage In Touch.

... TRANSPORTATION continued from page 8

reviewing the potential for truck routes that would limit
heavy vehicle traffic to certain roads in order to preserve
the rural nature of other roads and extend their lifespan.
reviewing the network of narrow roads along the shore-
line and recommending whether they should

be converted to one-way streets and how such a plan
should be implemented.

reviewing and recommending areas to be designated

as “Community Safety Zones.”

reviewing major intersections and recommending if

any should be studied for functionality or safety
improvements.

providing an action plan for implementing recommenda-
tions over a 10-year time frame.

No explicit reference to safety on TBR

None of the objectives in the scope of services explicitly
require the study team to review road safety along TBR with
a particular view to excessive speeding and the safety of
pedestrians, cyclists and those using mobility devices. Nor
does it require the consultant to recommend a comprehen-
sive solution.

This came as a surprise to FOTTSA since 96% of respon-
dents to a road safety survey conducted by FOTTSA last sum-
mer felt speeding on TBR was a problem sometimes or all
the time. The survey, which asked 10 questions about safety
on TBR, generated an astounding 37% response rate — the
highest ever to a FOTTSA survey — and over 1500 comments.
(For more on survey results, see “What You Told Us...”)

Nevertheless, the Township has assured FOTTSA that the
matter will be reviewed and recommendations will be forth-
coming in the TMP. The Township has also confirmed in
correspondence to the president of the Wymbolwood Beach
Association that it is “looking at techniques to control speeds
on all our roads including TBRS as part of our master plan
which will be completed with recommendations later this
fall; however, instances that have a threat of imminent danger
are assessed immediately.”

FoTTSA is encouraged by this assurance and looks forward

When it matters most...

to participating in the process leading to these recommen-
dations. That said, FOTTSA also believes that, apart from the
TMP process, the Township’s commitment should extend to
rapid implementation of specific measures to improve road
safety on TBR.

Robert McBride is a recently retired transportation planning
and engineering professional.

What You Told Us About Safety

on Tiny Beaches Road

In a September 28, 2020 deputation to Tiny Council,
FOTTSA presented the findings of an extensive survey on
safety issues experienced on Tiny Beaches Road (TBR).
Over 450 respondents completed a 10-question survey
and provided 1500 written comments. Among the find-
ings: 77% of respondents feel unsafe using Tiny Beaches
Road during summer months

* 96% feel that speeding traffic is a problem on Tiny
Beaches Road

= over half of respondents believe that the installation of
more stop signs along TBR would slow down traffic
and improve safety

At the conclusion of the presentation, FOTTSA provided

a lengthy list of recommendations supported by the sur-

vey results. Examples include:

= implementing a number of all-way stops at interse-
tions along TBR

* introducing community safety zones along TBR

= greater enforcement of speed limits by OPP presence
and photo radar

TBR is a unique heritage roadway with a special char-

acter that must be preserved. FOTTSA and its members

do not want to see TBR widened and traffic engineered.

We do not want sidewalks or bicycle lanes. We want the

traffic to slow down and to use the road respectfully and

carefully as befitting its local residential nature.

—Robert McBride

WE ARE HERE
FOR YOU

Georgian Bay General Hospital
is here for you and your family
when you need us most;
whether it's COVID-19, a boating

accident, a rattlesnake bite, or
a broken limb.

Help equip our feams to provide the
best care with a donation today!

705-526-GIVE (4483) | GBGHF.ca
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Our Summer

Reading List

Look no further for summer reading suggestions. This
eclectic list comes courtesy of FOI' TSA Flash readers who
responded to a recent call for titles. Not on our distribu-
tion list? Email to secretary.fottsa@tinycottager.org

A Good War by SETH KLEIN

The science is clear and compelling. We have only a handful
of years left to substantially reduce greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions in order to limit global warming to a 1.5°C in-
crease, and to mitigate the adverse effects of climate break-
down on our environmental and socio-economic wellbeing.

In Canada, however, it increasingly appears that we are
not on track to meet the GHG reduction targets that are
required to achieve rapid de-carbonization of our society.
Accordingly, we need to make swift, equitable and trans-
formational changes in how we power and heat our homes,
transport people and goods, build our communities, deploy
our workforce, and manage our natural resources.

But are there any “lessons learned” from other existen-
tial crises that we can draw upon to help us implement the
necessary measures in a timely manner? This question is
the central focus of Seth Klein’s recent book, A Good War:
Mobilizing Canada for the Climate Emergency (Toronto:
2020, ECW Press).

In particular, Mr. Klein examines how Canadians and their
elected officials quickly made sweeping systemic reforms
that enabled the country, in a relatively short period of time,
to effectively confront the global threat posed by the Axis
powers during World War Two.

He then explains how Canada’s wartime (and post-war)
policies, plans and programs provide some useful prece-
dents and important directions for the development of sim-
ilar initiatives to combat global warming impacts that will
affect all Canadians from coast to coast, especially northern
and Indigenous communities.

Mr. Klein is not the first author to utilize a “war” analogy
in the fight against climate breakdown, and he acknowledg-
es that his book should not be construed as glorifying war
or its horrific human consequences. Interestingly, despite his
advocacy of a war-time mindset to expedite GHG reduc-
tions, Mr. Klein is optimistic about how we can galvanize the

Photo by Ben White on Unsplash:' ’

Canadian public, re-tool the economy, revamp politics, and
ensure a just transition to a zero-carbon society despite the
daunting challenges.

It should be noted that A Good War is not a treatise on cli-
mate science, which the author accepts as his starting point.
Instead, the book contains thoughtful reflections on how we
can derive important guidance from the political leadership
displayed and the numerous measures taken to quickly place
the country on a wartime footing from 1939 to 1945.

Mr. Klein also offers a comprehensive “battle plan” that out-
lines the strategies, policies and regulatory approaches needed
to win the climate “war.” In addition, he correctly commends
the climate leadership that is currently being demonstrated by
Indigenous communities across Canada in their opposition to
new or expanded fossil fuel infrastructure projects.

Similarly, the book properly notes that “the path forward
has to be one of true cooperation and partnership, and
one that honours and respects Indigenous title and rights”
in accordance with the UN Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples.

The book concludes with an epilogue that draws additional
lessons from Canadian governments’ wide-ranging emergen-
cy responses to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. A Good
War also includes two appendices that address the effects of
climate “attacks” on Canadian soil, and the Canadian oil/gas
sector’s “new climate denialism” (i.e., profess to accept the
science but resist the necessary policy and regulatory steps).
Mr. Klein’s personal website provides further information on
the issues and opportunities explored by the book.

Armed with the historical information and policy analy-
sis provided by Mr. Klein, Canadians and their governments
should become well-prepared to mobilize against the exis-
tential threat of climate breakdown. The time for incremen-
talism or ineffective half-measures is over, and we need to
collectively respond to the climate crisis as if our lives de-
pend on it — because they do.

Richard Lindgren is a staff lawyer at the Canadian Environ-
mental Law Association (CELA), a legal clinic providing free
services to people and groups harmed by pollution or poor de-
cision-making and by changing policies to prevent problems in
the first place. CELA is helping FOTTSA try to stop the Teedon
Pit expansion. For more on FOTTSA’s efforts, see “Background &

Update on Teedon and Sarjeant Gravel Pits” on page 9)

Lessons Learned on Bay St.: The Sale Begins
When the Customer Says NO

by DONALD K. JOHNSON
This is a great book for a summer read. It is small, easy to hold,
well written, and less than 160 pages. It begins with the au-
thor’s Icelandic grandparents arriving in the Manitoba Interlake
District and ends with reflections on a lifetime of lessons.

The first half of the book deals with the investment banking
business; the latter half, personal observations including the
importance of charitable giving, physical fitness, proper diet,
transcendental meditation (TM), and a sense of humour.

Don grabs your attention by invoking the world’s best-
known value investor, Warren Buffett, and Buffett’s recent
involvement with Home Capital Group. Then we learn of
Don’s education, including a degree in engineering and an
MBA, which led to a position with Burns Bros. and Denton,
a Toronto investment house where he rose through the ranks.

He describes the evolution of the investment banking busi-
ness and the dramatic changes that occurred as investment
banking partners sold their firms to the big banks in the late
1980s, and goes into detail about the role he played in the
sale of Imasco. Chapter 5 is about deal making.

From chapter 6 onward the book takes a different turn as
Don deals with philanthropy and personal living, beginning
with how he became a convert to giving and his involvement
with the National Ballet of Canada, the Eye Institute, and others.

“The Sale Begins When the Customer Says No” is a re-
markable chapter about how Don had Canada’s tax laws
changed. For that he was recognized as the Globe and Mail’s
Man of the Year in 2007.

In “HBN: Horizontal by Nine,” Don expounds on the
importance of getting to bed early and his strong belief in
TM, a healthy diet, physical fitness, and a sense of humour.
Chapter 9 deals with learning from your mistakes, the joy of
giving, and being an agent of change.

“Silver Linings in Tough Times” contains many important
insights. Read the last paragraph, “I am looking forward to
the day when normal life resumes. It will feel good to head
downtown each morning.” This is an assessment with which
[ think all would agree.

— Joe Martin, Addison Beach
—SUMMER READS continued on page 14
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... SUMMER READS continued from page 13
The Goldfinch by DONNA TARTT

It's big, it's fascinating and it keeps me interested. | need to
find out what happens to the painting! It was recommended
to me by my dear friend who read it twice. The Goldfinch
follows the journey of a young boy visiting a museum with
his mother. An explosion happens and his mother dies. He,
with the advice of an old man dying, takes a famous painting
and from there the story just goes!

When | am feeling like some positive reinforcement or
just encouragement, | am also reading The Bodacious Book
of Succulence: Daring to Live Your Succulent Wild Life.
by SARK, a sort of how to actually live a splendid, bold and
remarkable life. — Janice Murton, bottom of the 18th

Burke’s Law: A Life in Hockey by BRIAN BURKE and
STEPHEN BRUNT
Brian Burke’s autobiography. A great read for both fans
and detractors of Brian Burke. He is an interesting and
complicated person and his story explains some of the
contradictions in his personality. It is straightforward and
detailed and delves into the key highlights of his life inside
and outside of hockey. It is co-authored by Stephen Brunt,
one of Canada’s best sports writers. This is not a book for
younger readers or those who are easily offended. The
language used is often “salty”, and Brian makes no apol-
ogies for it.

— Tom Goldie, Woodland Beach

Supporting Local Supports Everyone

The official opening of the Farm2Door store. L-R: Township of Tiny Councillor
Tony Mintoff, Mayor George Cornell, and Farm2Door’s Bart Nagel and Evain
Maurice

by LINDA ANDREWS, Wahnekewening Beach

“Think outside the box” — never before has this old cliché
been more apt. This past year many local businesses have
successfully adapted to pandemic conditions.

For example, note the birth of Farm2Door — right here in
Tiny: https://northsimcoe.farm2door.ca. This inspired collab-
oration of local farmers and producers now provides local
products to consumers (originally only by delivery or pickup
and now including storefront), replacing their dependence on
farmers markets and festivals. Twice a week an email blast
announces new offerings from a few of the more than 75 lo-
cal and area businesses who are surviving in part because of
this initiative. The blasts close with “Thank you for supporting
local farmers and producers. Together we're keeping the best
food home!”

Tiny Resumes
Annual Charity

Golf Tournament
September 10th

by JAELEN JOSIAH, Township of Tiny

The Township of Tiny has teed off plans for the 2021
Mayor’s Charity Golf Tournament. On September 10, the
event will return as a live, in-person fundraiser at the Orr
Lake Golf Club.

Details, including registration and schedule, are expected
to be released in June. To be the first to hear about up-
dates, subscribe to recreation community event alerts on
tinyconnect.ca.

Thanks to generous participants, sponsors and donors,

Small businesses, locally owned and operated, are the
heart and soul of the community. Socially, witness the out-
pouring of support for GBGH and local charities; culturally,
note the sponsorship of Midland Cultural Centre events; and
economically, jobs are provided.

Local businesses keep the downtown areas vibrant. Shopping
locally creates jobs, funds more local services through sales
tax, and invests in neighbourhood improvement.

Many businesses have adapted successfully. Most have in-
troduced contactless pick-up and delivery options. Fitness
businesses like The Yoga House now offer virtual classes as
well as pop-up outdoor sessions when allowed. Georgian
Shores Catering in Midland has pivoted successfully from ca-
tering to providing more ready-meals at their store. Windlee
Farms Maple Syrup has enjoyed the support of locals shop-
ping at its sugar shack trailer at the end of the driveway. Wye
Marsh Wildlife Centre received generous contributions to a
new donation box once outdoor trails were allowed to open.
Real estate agents have introduced virtual viewings and re-
placed open houses with scheduled in-person showings.
The community desire to support local has been a real boon
to them all.

There is no shortage of information about local products,
services and events:
= The Culture Alliance in the Heart of Georgian Bay com-

prises Beausoleil First Nation, the towns of Midland and

Penetanguishene, the townships of Tiny and Tay. Together

they promote local cultural resources, raising cultural

awareness for all residents: www.culturealliance.ca.

= shopmidland.com a business directory, helps customers
find products and services ... locally.

= The Tiny Cottager Shopping and Services Guide:
www.tinycottager.org/tiny-cottager-advertiser-directory/

All of these resources have become increasingly important
as we strive to support local.

the tournament has raised over $260,000 for more than 20
local North Simcoe not-for-profit and charitable organiza-
tions since 2015; this year’s fundraising goal is $50,000.

The Township recognizes the financial hardships being en-
dured by many businesses as a result of the current economic
climate. Nevertheless, a variety of sponsorship and donation
opportunities are available to those who may feel able and
willing to support this community event. If you're interested,
please reach out.

The Township of Tiny is looking forward to making this
year’s event a comeback to remember!

For information about the event, including sponsorship
opportunities, visit www.tiny.ca/events/golf or reach out to
Jaelen Josiah at (705) 526-4204, ext. 288; jjosiah@tiny.ca.

Editor’s note: FOTTSA has signed up again as a founding sponsor
of the Mayor’s Charity Golf Tournament. We encourage area
organizations to consider joining FOTTSA as sponsors and help
Tiny surpass its $50,000 fundraising goal. The event contributes
much needed resources for local programs and projects that
support community health and wellness, build the local econo-
my, deliver exceptional services, and more.

The Plaza: The Secret Life of America’'s Most
Famous Hotel by )ULIE SATOW

This is a history of the Plaza Hotel in New York City from its
opening in 1907 to the present time. The book details many
of the characters associated with the hotel over the years,
from Alfred Gwynne Vanderbilt (the hotel’s first guest), to
F. Scott Fitzgerald, the Beatles, Truman Capote and Donald
Trump. It also details many lesser known characters connect-
ed to the hotel, along with various scandals (murders, thefts,
bankruptcy). This in an excellent history of a world famous
landmark, and incorporates a significant amount of New
York City history.

— Tom Goldie

The French Presence

in Lafontaine

Village de Lafontaine

On Saturday, July 14, 2007 at 11 a.m., the Ontario
Heritage Trust and the Township of Tiny unveiled a
provincial plaque to commemorate the French presence
in Lafontaine at Ecole Sainte-Croix de Lafontaine in
Lafontaine, Ontario. The bilingual plaque reads as follows.

THE FRENCH PRESENCE IN LAFONTAINE

French explorers first arrived in the Lafontaine area around
1610. An intermittent French presence of fur traders, sol-
diers and missionaries continued until 1650 when the so-
journs ended after the Huron-lroquois wars. Eventually a
group of former French Canadian and Métis voyageurs from
Drummond Island settled here in 1830 followed by suc-
cessive waves of immigrants from Quebec, the three main
groups originating from Batiscan, Joliette and the counties of
Soulanges and Vaudreuil. The church and parish of Sainte-
Croix were established in 1856 and the village was named
after the French-Canadian statesman Louis-Hippolyte La
Fontaine. A high concentration of Francophones, a strong
sense of community and vigorous institutions have nurtured
Lafontaine’s vibrant Franco-Ontarian culture.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Explorers, missionaries, and fur traders
The French came to the area of what is now Lafontaine in 1615
with the arrival of French explorer Samuel de Champlain.
With Champlain in attendance, Recollet Father Joseph Le
Caron celebrated the first mass in Ontario on August 12,
1615 at the Huron fortress of Carhagouha, four kilometres
northwest of Lafontaine’s present-day Sainte Croix Roman
Catholic Church (located at 327 Lafontaine Street West). The
priest and the explorer spent the winter at Carhagouha. Le
Caron worked on a French-Huron bilingual dictionary and
Champlain went on a war campaign and hunting trips with
the Hurons.

An intermittent French presence continued for some years
as exploration, the fur trade and missionary work brought
the explorer and native interpreter Ftienne Brilé, Le Caron

—FRENCH PRESENCE continued on page 16
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and the Jesuits. But these visits ended following the Huron-
Iroquois wars of the 1640s. Huron survivors and the French
who were allied with them relocated in 1650 to the St.
Lawrence Valley. One hundred and eighty years later, a per-
manent French presence began in Lafontaine.!

Four waves of French-Canadian immigrants

The first French-Canadian and Métis settlers were former
voyageurs — fur traders who travelled from Montreal to the
interior to trade with the native peoples — and their families,
who left Drummond Island when it passed into American
possession after the War of 1812. One of these was Louis
Descheneaux, originally from Beaumont, Québec, who
came to the area with the North West Company. In 1830, he
built the first house on the 16th lot of the 16th concession in
the Township of Tiny.2 The house still stands and Louis was
buried in Lafontaine.

The Reverend Amable Charest provided the impetus for
the arrival of the next group of settlers. Father Charest was a
missionary in Penetanguishene, and a native of Sainte-Anne-
de-la-Pérade, near Trois-Riviéres, Quebec. Recognizing the
agricultural potential of the region, he encouraged families
from his native province to settle in the new concessions.
This first wave of immigrants arrived in 1841 from Batiscan,
near Sainte-Anne-de-la-Pérade, and included the Brunelle,
Marchand, Marchildon and Maurice families. They had the
choice of the best lands in the 16th and 17th concessions,
the centre of Lafontaine. They were followed shortly by fam-
ilies from Joliette, whose names were Beausoleil, Desroches,
Laurin and Marion.3 The lots made available to them, locat-
ed in the 18th and 19th concessions (which would become
the hamlet of Laurin), were somewhat less fertile and tended
to be more wooded. A third group came from Vaudreuil-
Soulanges and settled in the eastern part of Lafontaine, which
would become the hamlet of Randolph.# Most of this mi-
gration ended around 1854, the year that Father Charest re-
turned to Quebec.>

Getting to the new lands required tenacity and endurance.
The distance from Montreal to Lafontaine was over 650 ki-
lometres, and the railroad was not extended from York to
Barrie until 1853. Prior to that, most people likely went to
York (Toronto), either by train or on foot, and from there
walked the remaining distance leading oxen and carts.6
Transportation to and within the area would remain difficult
for many years.

Settlement
Initially, only subsistence farming was possible while farmers
were still clearing the land with the aid of oxen, and transpor-

tation to market was nearly impossible.” Potatoes comprised
nearly half of the agricultural production of the first farms,
foreshadowing the important economic role this crop would
eventually play in Lafontaine.8

Social networks among the settlers were undeveloped due
in part to the poor roads. People tended to socialize exclu-
sively with families who shared the same origins. Thus, set-
tlers from Joliette did not mix with people from Batiscan or
Vaudreuil-Soulanges, and none of these groups socialized
with the people of voyageur descent.9 This led to disputes,
which pitted settlers from one region of origin against those
from another, and had an effect on marriages, most of which
were contracted between descendants of the same region of
origin.10

With no church in the immediate area, people had to travel
to Penetanguishene for mass, a distance of 15 kilometres or
more." To meet the spiritual needs of the newcomers, Father
Amable Charest began celebrating mass in 1850 at a house
located in the 16th concession, and founded the mission of
Sainte-Croix that same year.12 The first chapel, dedicated in
the name of the Exaltation de la Sainte-Croix in 1856, was
a wooden structure made of squared-off logs. The first cel-
ebration of the Féte-Dieu took place in 1857 and the ceme-
tery was blessed during that same year.13 Lafontaine received
its first permanent pastor with the arrival of the Reverend
Etienne Gibra in 1861. Father Gibra later enlarged the church
and added a sacristy.4

By 1856, Anglophones spoke of the “French Settlement” in
reference to the area populated almost exclusively by French
Canadians. That same year, a post office was established,
named after the liberal reform politician Louis-Hippolyte
La Fontaine.’> Toussaint Moreau also attempted to establish
a school in 1856. But the response was not good because
children lived too far away, their assistance was required on
the farms, and there were fears of bears and wolves in the
forest.16 Charles Picotte opened another short-lived school
in 1868.17

Subsistence farming gave way to commercial farming by
1870, and this continued to develop as a result of the 1879
extension of the railroad from Barrie to Penetanguishene.
People reproduced and brought with them aspects of the
material life they had known in Quebec. An example that
can still be seen today is the Vallée house on Rue Lafontaine,
built around 1850 in the Quebec style, with a curved roof
and a veranda running the full width of the fagade.s

Roadside crosses were also erected, generally at the end
of the 19th century, including one on the lot of the first set-
tler Louis Descheneaux.’® The majority of people remained
fairly poor, but there were exceptions. For example, in 1871

Constant Marchildon owned 285 acres of land, four barns
and stables, four wagons, agricultural equipment, the only
two sleighs in Lafontaine, and he was able to hire three men
as fishermen.20 There were 210 families recorded as residents
of the parish in 1876.21 However, around 1877, a large group
of people left to go to Manitoba, Minnesota and the Dakotas,
planning to start over again with hopes of becoming more
financially successful.22

A time for building
An intense period of building took place between 1873 and
1896 that produced a new church and rectory, a convent
and a school. At the outset, the regional divisions in the par-
ish fanned the flames of a dispute over the location of the
new rectory and church. Finally, the bishop intervened and
decided to maintain the same location.23 Unfortunately, the
dispute had a negative impact on individual contributions to
pay for the construction. In the end, the pastor, Father Joseph
Michel contributed a considerable sum from his personal fi-
nancial resources-24

All materials used in the construction of the new church
were local — fieldstones cleared from farms were used
in the foundation, local trees were turned into boards in
nearby sawmills and bricks were fired by parishioner Louis
Thanasse.25 The new church, completed in 1877, was situated
behind the old one. During the three years of construction,
the earlier church continued to be used for services and was
then demolished.26 In 1885, Father Michel arranged for the
building of a convent that became the home of the Soeurs de
Sainte-Croix and a private school for girls. Father Michel paid
for it completely with money inherited from his family.2” The
convent school had as many as 60 students, some of whom
were Protestant.28 The elegance of the new parish buildings
belied the pioneer lifestyle of Father Michel, whose holdings
of a barn, stable, animals and granary were similar to that of
his parishioners.29

The period of building came to an end with the construc-
tion of a new school that replaced the run-down building
that had been in use since the establishment of the first per-
manent Catholic school in 1886. The new school, completed
in 1896, was a brick building that had three classrooms for
150 pupils.30

With completion of the building construction, parish orga-
nizations began to be created. The Dames de Sainte-Anne
was founded with 65 members in 1892 and the Ligue du
Sacré-Coeur for the men was created in the same year. A
section of the fraternal insurance society, the Union Saint-
Joseph, as well as the Ordre des forestiers catholiques, were
also founded about the same time.3!

—FRENCH PRESENCE continued on page 18

HOME AND COTTAGE SERVICES

16 The Tiny Cottager

.ai:.:uewﬂsn:sazﬁﬁmﬁmeﬁé

Elﬁ?ﬁ%ﬂﬁlﬂé =%

ﬁﬁ b IJ
oo B RV,

Wﬁhm,p}yﬁﬂmm 7 J":

In




THE TINY COTTAGER SPRING/SUMMER 2021

8 CPEST CONTR!

Seasonal and
annual programs

Monthly billing
available

We accept all credit
cards and etransfers

COVID-19 safe

touchless services

" o Todog D@D
1.844.225.PEST www.bpcinc.ca

The Tiny Cottager 17



THE TINY COTTAGER SPRING/SUMMER 2021

... FRENCH PRESENCE continued from page 16

The desire to live in French
Almost completely francophone, with a full complement of
parish institutions that reflected their Quebec heritage, the
people of Lafontaine were dismayed when the use of the
English language began to creep into their services and par-
ish activities. Father Joseph Beaudoin, pastor from 1889 to
1904, sometimes practised his English by preaching in this
language, to the great consternation of the congregation32
who numbered 196 families in 1908.33 The Reverend Henri
Brunet arrived as pastor in 1915 and remained until 1923.
As he was accustomed to serving the bilingual parish of
Sainte-Anne in Penetanguishene, Reverend Brunet initial-
ly addressed his new parishioners in English. In response,
they sent delegates to him to explain that they wished to be
ministered to in French.34 With the Regulation 1735 crisis at
its peak, the Association Canadienne-Francaise d’Education
d’Ontario (ACFEO) supported the efforts of the Lafontaine
parishoners’ continued use of French. ACFEO began to be
active in the region from 1908 to 1910 and finally a region-
al section of the Association was created in Lafontaine in
1942 .36

It is against this backdrop that significant events took place
in the school in Lafontaine. The Sisters of Sainte-Croix, who
taught mostly in French, left in 1893 because of a dispute
with the pastor over their teaching and their administration
of the residential convent school. They were replaced by
the English-speaking Sisters of Saint Joseph from Toronto.3”
In 1920, school councillor Thomas Thanasse requested and
received books in French from ACFEO for the 200 students.
In 1924, the Lafontaine school commission asked the Sisters
of Saint Joseph for two francophone nuns.38 Responding to
the sustained pressure to teach more in French, the Sisters
of Saint Joseph left in the middle of the 1927-28 school year.
Four lay teachers replaced them temporarily. Then, respond-
ing to a petition signed by parents, the Sisters of Sainte-Croix
returned to run the school in 1930.39
Economic and social changes
The 1920s and 1930s saw the beginning of change to the
traditional way of life that had predominated in Lafontaine.
Parishioners began to have time for leisure activities. Every
year, one or two parish concerts were organized. People sub-
scribed to La Presse, the Montreal daily newspaper, L’Action
catholique, Le Messager and Les Annales de la Bonne Sainte-
Anne in addition to English newspapers and catalogues.40
The inauguration of the parish hall in 1944 attracted 800
people. The following year, the hall was the site of a concert
by the tenor Joseph Ladéroute of the Metropolitan Opera of
New York, whose grandfather was born in Lafontaine.#!

Families became increasingly interested in offering their
children a secondary school education, and those who could
afford it sent their children away to school in the 1920s. Boys
went to Rigaud and Papineauville in Quebec, and to Aurora
and Toronto in Ontario. Girls enrolled in schools located in
Toronto and Sturgeon Falls in Ontario, and in Nicolet and
Montreal in Quebec.42

An effort to create a Catholic secondary school in
Lafontaine became a celebrated court case in 1926, known
as the “Tiny School Case.” It went to the Privy Council in
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London, which refused to let the school be created because,
according to the British North America Act, Catholic separate
schools could not go beyond Grade 8. The problem could
have been circumvented by integrating Grades 9 and 10 into
the elementary school.#3 However, a Roman Catholic sec-
ondary school, the Continuation School, was finally estab-
lished in 1944. The new school operated under the auspices
of the Sisters of Sainte-Croix and moved into a new building
at the end of 1945.44

During the late 1930s, additional social changes included
the emergence of a local agricultural cooperative encour-
aged by the pastor, Father Thomas Marchildon. The estab-
lishment of the cooperative movement had a great impact
on Lafontaine as innovative agricultural methods were ad-
opted by potato growers and farms became larger and more
prosperous. By 1948, the Lafontaine Restricted Potato Seed
Area exported 42 railroad cars full of potatoes to the United
States.4> A credit union was founded in 1942 and quickly
grew from the initial 35 members to 281 members in 1944.

Transitions to the present

The seed potato business continued to grow during the
1960s and 1970s. Many farmers were contracted in advance
to sell their regular potato crop to the Hostess Company.46
Potato farming would remain important to the present day,
but family farms became amalgamated into large industrial
enterprises. Improved roads made it possible for residents to
work in factories in Midland and Barrie. By the year 2000,
some people were commuting as far as Toronto.4”

The regionalization of life for Lafontaine’s residents was
reflected in the fate of the local secondary school institution.
The Continuation School closed in 1966 due to the amalga-
mation of school districts. Lafontaine parents remained con-
cerned about the availability of French in the schools and
they stipulated that the amalgamation agreement state that a
francophone individual be appointed to the high school ad-
ministration, and that a French institution be created as soon
as possible. A French regional high school was finally creat-
ed in 1980, after a decade of intense conflict. Temporarily
located in the former Continuation School in Lafontaine, the
new Le Caron School opened in Penetanguishene at the end
of 1981.48

The role of maintaining Franco-Ontarian cultural heri-
tage was increasingly assumed by secular associations and
the media. Leisure events became a popular way of offer-
ing activities in French. For example, the Cercle de la baie
Georgienne was formed in 1963. This group was affiliated
with the Association de la jeunesse franco-ontarienne and
was active in Lafontaine with some 50 members.

In 1971, high school students began to publish the month-
ly newspaper Le Godt de vivre, which grew into a weekly
paper with a circulation of 1,000. It moved into the former
Continuation School building, along with other Francophone
community organizations, when the building was renamed
Place Lafontaine in 1981.49 Radio-Canada radio and television
began broadcasting in the area in 1977, a community radio
station (CFRH) began broadcasting from Penetanguishene in
198250 and TFO arrived in 1984.5!

In 2000, Lafontaine commemorated the first French pres-
ence at Carhagouha by installing a stained-glass triptych
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representing the 1615 mass celebrated by Father Le Caron
in the parish church. For the 250 families that made up the
parish of Sainte-Croix, the only completely French parish in
the Georgian Bay region, it was a fitting way to mark the long
and significant presence of francophones in Lafontaine-52

Today, Lafontaine is home to approximately 1,000 franco-
phones who continue to play a leading role in a wide variety
of commercial and cultural activities that reflect Lafontaine’s
strong and vibrant Franco-Ontarian heritage. Their strong
sense of community and vigorous institutions have nurtured
Lafontaine’s strong French-Canadian culture.
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