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Meet Jean-François Cantin. He’s a civil servant who heads 
hydrological operations (east) for Environment and Climate 
Change Canada. He is based in Quebec City.

Meet Major General Mark Toy. He’s the commander of the 
Mississippi Valley Division of the United States Army Corps 
of Engineers, responsible for water resources engineering in 
a 370,000-square-mile area, extending from Canada to the 
Gulf of Mexico. He is based in Vicksburg, Mississippi.

Together, they chair the International Lake Superior Board 
of Control (ILSBC), an agency of the International Joint 
Commission that manages the Great Lakes for Canada and 
the United States. Cantin and Toy and their colleagues have 
the job of regulating the outflow of Lake Superior and man-
aging the hydro control works on the St. Marys River at Sault 
Ste. Marie.

If you’re a Lake Michigan or Lake Huron cottager or busi-
ness owner, if you’re a fish spawning or a bird breeding in the 
productive wetlands of Georgian Bay, the decisions made by 
this board may already have had a major impact on your life. 
Or are likely to.

Think cottages slipping into the lake, roads washing out, 
septic tanks flooding, beaches and marshes disappearing, 
fisheries degrading…

The Wasaga Beach Men’s Probus Club recently heard from 
Mary Muter, vice-chair of Restore Our Water International, 
which has sent a strongly worded letter to the IJC, noting that 
lake levels now exceed the “crisis conditions” defined by the 
commission’s own 1993 Levels Reference Study — and it’s 
time to implement the 1993 Crisis Response measures out-
lined in the forward-thinking report.

But that’s not happened.

Why?
“The ILSBC has consistently favoured Lake Superior interests 
in lieu of impacts on the lower lakes,” says the November 22, 
2019 letter from Roger Gauthier, chair of Restore Our Water 
International. “This unfair treatment needs to stop now.”

There’s nothing natural about the range in fluctuation of 

The Lake Superior Board That Contributes to Crisis 
Lake Huron and Georgian Bay Water Levels      by KATE HARRIES

Since 2013, 10 to 15 metres of beachfront on Bluewater have disappeared under water.

water levels on the Great Lakes — which managed them-
selves quite well until a century ago when humans started 
channelling and canalling and damming and fiddling with the 
flow of water.

Research by Patricia Chow-Fraser of McMaster University 
has shown that wetlands suffer if the difference between high 
and low water levels during a year exceeds 5.5 feet.

Two of the Great Lakes are managed by boards of control. 
One is Lake Superior, which has an artificially imposed range 
of four feet, thanks to the outflows into Lakes Michigan-
Huron. The other is Lake Ontario with a range of 5.5 feet. 
Lakes Michigan-Huron (and Georgian Bay) are subjected 
to a range of 6.5 feet, now moving toward 7.5, Muter says. 
And the wetlands, pushed up against a granite shoreline, are 
shrinking, their submerged vegetation converting into harm-
ful algae. A huge biodiversity is at risk.

Aggravating the situation are the Long Lac and Ogoki di-
versions, undertaken in 1940 to increase Canada’s electric-
ity supply during World War II. They divert water from the 
Hudson Bay watershed into the Lake Superior basin, increas-
ing the power of the flow through the St. Marys River.

Another recent issue is an apparent decrease in the “con-
veyance” of water from Lake Huron through the St. Clair 
River. Muter showed the Probus Club members aerial pho-
tographs indicating “sand tongues” are moving downstream 
along the river bottom, clogging the flow.

While water levels in Lake Superior and Lake Ontario are 
controlled, there’s no board to manage Lakes Michigan-
Huron. Whatever happens as a result of the Lake Superior 
control board decisions — well, it just happens.

The IJC has not responded to or even acknowledged the 
letter from Restore Our Water International, Muter told the 
Probus Club meeting. In fact, she said, they have done the 
reverse of what is needed to protect Lakes Michigan-Huron 
from high water levels, choosing instead to prioritize naviga-
tion and power generation.
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It would be an understatement to say that our township is 
totally preoccupied with the COVID-19 pandemic. Our 
healthcare and emergency services workers are selflessly 
leading the charge to keep us well, and they continue to 
show exemplary dedication. Our local businesses have gone 
above and beyond to provide access to food, goods and 
services while enduring financial hardships. With so many 
unemployed, our local food banks have been vital lifelines, 
and I urge you to donate generously to them in this time of 
great need.

Our Council has done a great job of ensuring we adhere 
to safety measures on self-isolation and distancing, as have 
residents — evidenced by the township’s low infection rate. 
One thing seems clear: some measures will likely be with us 
for some time.

While all this is going on, we are further challenged by 
crisis high water levels causing extreme damage to our 
shoreline. The Canadian and US governments, along with 
the Independent Joint Commission (IJC), which is responsible 
for managing our lake levels, have completely ignored the 
problem we are currently facing with Lakes Michigan/Huron 
exceeding record highs. These organizations are claiming the 
high water levels are due to climatic conditions. While only 
one of the last four years has seen higher precipitation than 
normal, there are several man-made causes which, if dealt 
with, could significantly reduce our high water levels. Please 
read the articles on this topic on this page and the next. 

And finally, as if governments didn’t retain lessons learned 
from the Site 41 fiasco, we are right back at it again trying to 
save the world’s purest groundwater from being put at risk 
by the Teedon gravel pit and Sarjeant’s proposed gravel pits. 
FoTTSA continues our legal challenge to protect this precious 
water and needs your financial support. Please read the 
related articles in this issue and lend us a hand if you can.

Keep up the good work on social distancing, and hopefully 
come summer we will be able to get out and enjoy our 
beautiful township.
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Back in 2002, a GBGLF team, including hydraulic engineer 
Bill Bialkowski, figured out that the St. Clair River was eroding, 
thereby increasing the outflow from Lakes Michigan/Huron/
Georgian Bay and contributing to the low water levels of 
1999 to 2013. As a result of this work, the International Joint 
Commission (IJC) included the St. Clair River in its $17 mil-
lion International Upper Great Lakes Study. What happened? 
They came out with a “do nothing“ report. Remember that 
rally in Midland when FoTTSA managed to get over 600 peo-
ple out to tell the IJC Commissioners that “doing nothing” 
was not acceptable?

Fast forward to today, and our team has once again carried 
out an analysis using government agency data. We have de-
termined that the data, when properly analysed, again point 
a very clear finger at the St. Clair River. Our government 
agencies state that the only reason our water levels are so 
high is four years of “above average net basin supply” — pre-
cipitation and runoff. Problem: they base their analysis on a 

fixed St. Clair River conveyance. Our engineers calculated 
net basin supply without using the St. Clair River flows and 
found that in three out of the past four years we had below 
average net basin supply in Michigan/Huron/Georgian Bay. 
We now have serious concerns about just what the IJC and 
Environment and Climate Change Canada are trying to blame 
our extreme high water levels on. 

It gets worse. For many months the government agencies 
have been telling us that the St. Clair River flows have in-
creased from 5,000 cuM/sec to over 7,000 cuM/sec. Our 
hydraulic engineer took a look at the flow data and found 
that the flow rates are being exaggerated by 43%.

How could this happen? Easy. The US Geological Survey 
installed an acoustic doppler flow measuring device just 
north of the Bluewater Bridge, but that equipment can only 
read at best about halfway across the river. So they estimate 
the rest of the flows to the Canadian side. But guess what? 
On the Canadian side a back flow moves the water north in 

the exact opposite direction of the flow on the US side. So 
no, you cannot use the flows on the US side to estimate the 
flows on the Canadian side. 

To accurately measure water flow, Canada needs to install a 
similar flow meter on our side of the river and all parties need 
to know the river depth. Without it you cannot calculate the 
flow. GBGLF identified a need for these measurements back 
in 2004 and even the IJC’s 2012 Upper Lakes Study recom-
mended regular assessment of the St. Clair River flows and 
depths to determine conveyance capacity. And here we are 
in 2020 with no idea what is happening.

There is another reason why we question official flow es-
timates. Recent satellite imagery of the upper St. Clair River 
shows increasing sand sedimentation flowing into the river, 
reducing the size of the outflow capacity. The increasing sed-
imentation was likely caused by high water levels that have 
eroded beaches at the south end of Lake Huron.

This all leads us to demand that our government agencies, 
including the IJC, correct the St. Clair River outflow data and 
immediately reduce the outflow from Lake Superior. Why? 
To compensate for the extra 360cm/s the IJC directed to be 
discharged from Lake Superior over the previous four months 
— December 2019 to March 2020. Finally, agencies must 
develop a three-dimensional model for the St. Clair River so 
that all government agencies can accurately determine what is 
changing and what action needs to take place to stabilize the 
outflow. This may mean stabilizing the riverbed with rock rub-
ble, and putting training walls out into Lake Huron to control 
sand sediments and prevent ice from moving into the river.

Connecting channels in all the other Great Lakes have flows 
recorded and reported on an hourly basis and control boards 
that meet monthly and set discharge amounts. There are no 
valid data being reported for this large, unstable river that 
impacts our water levels bigtime. Swift actions taken by the 
IJC now could reduce shoreline damage for which they, not 
the weather, must bear some responsibility. 

Based on historic trends our water levels should be declin-
ing now, but that will not happen until the St. Clair River is 
accurately assessed and stabilized. Not much to ask for given 
the multi billions of dollars in shoreline damage and ecolog-
ical harm.

Outflow of Lakes Huron/Michigan/Georgian Bay into the St. Clair River. The black arrow on the right indicates the main flow south; 
on the left is back flow on the Canadian side.

For more information or to help, visit  
www.georgianbaygreatlakesfoundation.com
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“Crisis” High Water Levels         by MARY MUTER, Chair of the Georgian Bay Great Lakes Foundation (GBGLF)
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by IRENE WILSON, WENDAKE BEACH

Tomkins House, a new end-of-life residential facility serv-
ing North Simcoe, officially opened on April 6. Hospice 
Huronia, the driving force behind Tomkins House, has been 
active in our community since 1993. Started by Bev Gerow 
(now McPetrie) and Margaret Bayfield (now deceased), 
and operating out of the old Penetanguishene Hospital site, 
Hospice Huronia provides in-home volunteer visiting and 
bereavement support. 

With Tomkins House, the organization will now be able to 
host and care for 150 end-of-life residents each year, and sup-
port 750 family members through that difficult time. Tomkins 
House will also provide a safe, comfortable meeting place 
for family and friends to gather. Hospital rooms and care fa-
cilities often lack the space or amenities to encourage longer 
visits. Resident rooms are large and private, where family can 
stay overnight with loved ones. There is a common kitchen/

family room where meals can be prepared and shared, plus 
an outdoor garden area where beds can be wheeled. The 
support of staff and volunteers allows family members to be 
themselves and not caregivers for those last precious days.

All services, including in-home hospice volunteers, be-
reavement support and the residential hospice, are free to 
the client and family thanks to the generosity of our local 
communities and partial funding (about 50%) from the 
Ministry of Health and Long-term Care. Did you know hos-
pices cost less to run than hospitals? Tomkins House expects 
to save taxpayers $1,000,000 in healthcare costs each year 
compared to hospitalization: a hospice bed costs $460 per 
day vs. $1,100 for a hospital bed. 

Tomkins House is located at 948 Fuller Avenue in 
Penetanguishene. Curious about the facility? Give them a 
call (705-549-1034). Hospice Huronia staff and volunteers 
would love to give you a tour once COVID-19 restrictions 
have been lifted.

The Tiny connection
Tomkins House is named after a generous benefactor, Nicola 
Tomkins, a former resident of Tiny who was known for many 
fundraisers held at “the Barn” on her North Shore proper-
ty. A $1.56 million donation made by Nicola and her hus-
band David Gowen in September 2018 ensured our North 
Simcoe community would have a local hospice. Previously, 
the nearest hospice facilities were in Barrie or Collingwood 
with limited availability. 

The business own-
ers of North Simcoe 
have proven to be 
innovative and resil-
ient during this time 
of unprecedented re-
strictions.

A number of man- 
ufacturers are adapting 

their production lines to help supply the needs of the healthcare 
system. Industrial Filter Manufacturing, in Penetanguishene, 
normally produces specialty and custom liquid filtration bags 
but has now retooled its operations to begin producing face 
masks for the healthcare industry. Also in Penetanguishene,  
Magna Techform will retool its current operation to mass-pro-
duce a device that can be used to disinfect masks. Likewise, 
Franke Kindred in Midland is currently testing a bacte-
ria-killing ozone technology engineered by staff against the  
coronavirus. 

Local business owners have also realized that additional 
measures need to be taken in store to help protect their staff 
and customers. SCHOTT Gemtron Canada Corp. is one com-
pany that has answered that call in a big way! For the month 
of April, the company offered both municipalities and local 
businesses up to 10 pieces of free, tempered glass to assist 
with social distancing. Templeton Windows is producing 
lightweight face shields that clip onto any baseball-style hat.

As the majority of people lean towards helping to flatten 
the curve, cooking meals at home has become the norm. 
With that many of us are craving a night off from cooking 
and dishes, and our local restaurants have answered the call 
with physically distanced options. Most of your favourite eat-
eries now offer call-ahead ordering and contact-free pick-up. 
Some also offer delivery. An up-to-date list can be found at 

https://gbay.ca/covid19-updates
Also inspiring are the food and beverage businesses that 

have updated their offerings to include grocery items for 
their customers. You aren’t able to enjoy live music at The 
Boathouse Eatery right now, but you can fill up your freez-
er with a selection of frozen foods via contactless pick-
up. Breadmaking yeast seems to be in short supply on the  
grocery store shelves, but you can pick some up at Rawson’s 
Meat and Deli in Penetanguishene or pre-order your baking 
ingredient box at Georgian Bakery in Midland.

While teachers and school boards have recently been able to 
make the switch to online learning, there were several weeks 
where kids at home may have been bouncing off the prover-
bial walls. Retail art businesses, like Make a Mess Art Studio, 
made take-home art kits available and the Penetanguishene 
Library has been creating fantastic Mystery Book Bags to 
keep everyone occupied.

A common theme we have seen in the last few weeks is that 
of helping others. With any take-out order over $100, Dillon’s 
Wood Fired Pizza includes a $25 gift certificate to be used 
at another local business — this changes weekly, but past op-
tions have been Tripp’s Paint Store and Cashmere Blue. Phil’s 
Casual Dining in Penetanguishene offers free coffee to all 
front-line and essential workers as well as special rates on 
food. Now, more than ever, we need to support the business-
es of North Simcoe, as they continue to support us.

Please note: It is best to call these businesses for the most 
up-to-date information on their offerings and hours of opera-
tion. We’ve found that social media is a great way to keep up 
with your favourite business as well.

Melissa Elsdon is Local Marketing Coordinator for 
ShopMidland.com, a resource for local businesses who want 
to bring their business online and reach more customers; 
https://shopmidland.com/.

Hospice Huronia building

How a Tiny Connection Helped Bring About Hospice 
Huronia’s New Facility

Photo by Irene Wilson

Much of the work accomplished by Hospice Huronia is achieved with the assistance of caring and compassionate volun-
teers. Here are three ways you could get involved. 

1. Contribute your time and skills. Hospice Huronia welcomes volunteers who could help clients and their families,  
 provide administrative or office support, fundraise, or help with special events.
2. Provide financial support. The cost of building Tomkins House has been largely funded by private donations, as well  
 as land donated by the Town of Penetanguishene. However, Hospice Huronia still faces many start-up costs to furnish  
 and equip the building.
3. Join a virtual Hike for Hospice on May 31. Sign up and download pledge sheets on line. Find out more on Hospice  
 Huronia’s website: www.hospicehuronia.ca.

How You Can Support Hospice Huronia

On April 20 Farm2Door, a local farm-food delivery service, launched its online store website and on April 21 made its first 
delivery. Realizing that farmers were facing an uncertain future and that demand for fresh local products was high, BelleRoots 
Farm and Bulbs of Fire Garlic — both veterans of the 2019 Tiny Township farm crawl — partnered with an IT craftsman from 
Georgian Bay Custom, and Farm2Door was born. Many producers have joined the platform and the list of offerings — which 
now includes artisan bread, soups and vegetables, honey, maple syrup, frozen prepared meals, gourmet garlic, cheese — con-
tinues to grow. Definitely a “made in Tiny” solution: https://farm2door.ca.

…a “Made in Tiny” Solution
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Mayor: George Cornell 
Deputy Mayor: Steffen Walma 
Councillors: Cindy Hastings, Tony Mintoff, Gibb Wishart

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
• Visit the Township’s COVID-19 webpage at tiny.ca/coro- 
 navirus for municipal service impacts and updates.
• Tiny Connect - Sign up now at www.tinyconnect.ca

MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING:
A report about an ad hoc committee that considered options 
for the Township’s municipal administrative building during 
the previous Council’s term, appeared in the Committee of 
the Whole Agenda for September 30, 2019. A tour of town-
ship facilities and visits to municipal buildings in municipal-
ities similar in size to Tiny Township — some new, others 
renovated — led the committee to conclude that existing 
township buildings are insufficient for current and future 
needs and a new building was preferable to renovations.

Due to the uncertainty posed by the Regional Government 
Review, Council decided to do things not involving cap-
ital costs, among them creating an “Owner’s Statement of 
Requirements,” which would update and expand upon 
a 2012 building program prepared by Ted Handy and R.J. 
Burnside. This document would be presented to short-listed 
design-build firms participating in a competition. For details, 
see Public Works Report PWR-040-19, Committee of the 
Whole Agenda, September 30, 2019.

A new committee — The Corporation of the Township of 
Tiny Building Needs Assessment Committee (often called 
the Building Needs Committee) — met on November 27, 
2019. Its members are: George Cornell (Mayor), Tony Mintoff 
(Councillor), Doug Luker (CAO), Doug Taylor (Treasurer), Tim 
Leitch (Public Works), Jean-Francois Robitaille (Engineering), 
Ray Millar (Fire Chief), Sue Walton (Clerk), Joceline Roi-
Pattison (Building), Shawn Persaud (Planning), Cassidy 
Bonneville (Public Works Admin. Assistant). This group of 
key township figures will be considering the Township’s larg-
est expenditure ever, which will put Tiny in debt for a con-
siderable time.

At this meeting, the Committee heard a presentation on 
how to fund the new building using Infrastructure Ontario’s 
Loan Program. It decided to devise a communications strat-
egy about the new building and learned that the County of 
Simcoe requires the building to be within or adjacent to an 
existing settlement or on property elsewhere with appropri-
ate zoning.

On March 9, 2020, Council adopted the proposed strate-
gy, including the use of a Township webpage for items like 
the project charter, reports, committee meeting minutes and 
photos. It also approved a proposed site selection process 
and agreed that the Committee should start looking at the 
“Owner’s Statement of Requirements” (space requirements 
for the new facility, features to be included, required stan-
dards and the like).

The Committee appears not to have met in April or to have 
posted a new webpage.

TRANSPARENCY?! 
On September 30, 2019, Mark Vanderheyden, representing 
Plan 763 owners of the Wahnekewening Beach Association, 
asked Council for additional information regarding its legal 
opinion on the easement over the beach portion of Block A. 
Vanderheyden was asked to provide his legal opinion, deed 
and title information in anticipation of a review of the town-
ship’s legal opinion in a closed session on October 16 held to 
determine if it would be released to the public. The outcome 
was that the legal opinion would remain confidential. 

In October, Council decided that the legal opinion of March 
29, 2011 related to the Zoning By-law on Rental Cottages 
would remain confidential. 

In March 2020, Barriston LLP submitted a report in a con-
fidential closed session regarding Plan 691 Beach, Plan 779 
Beach, Wahnekewening Beach and Silver Birch Beach. Council 
voted that the confidential correspondence from Barriston re-
garding the status update on beachfront property matters be 
received, and that Barriston and staff proceed as directed. In 
other words, the information remained confidential.

INTERNET SERVICE: 
Since last fall, a number of privately held companies have ap-
proached Council with proposals for improving internet service. 

In October 2019, after hearing a presentation on Fontur 
International’s proposed telecommunications tower in 
Toanche Park, Council raised questions about camouflaging 
and use of the tower by the Township and additional carriers. 
In the end, Council instructed staff to provide the enabling 
Letter of Concurrence and a lease agreement. In November, 
it was decided that the tower should be painted sky blue to 
minimize its visual impact.

In January 2020, after hearing a presentation by Bell 
Mobility, Council decided that a telecommunications tower 
to be erected at 2 Winterset Ave. in Balm Beach would re-
ceive the necessary Letter of Concurrence about the tower 
siting. It is to be disguised as a pine tree. 

In February 2020, Viasat, a high-speed broadband internet 
service provider catering to rural customers, proposed a fa-
cility near 297 Concession Rd 15 E that could be operational 
by the end of November. Its satellite antenna would be 11 
meters high and require supporting equipment. Council re-
ceived the proposal “as information.”

In addition to considering proposals from private compa-
nies, Council has a Broadband Ad Hoc Committee that in-
vestigates potential funding and partnerships. Council has 
decided that the Township would partner with the Beausoleil 
First Nation and identify vendor(s) to improve broadband 
transport infrastructure and asymmetrical high-speed inter-
net service delivery in unserved/underserved areas as iden-
tified in the Canada Radio-Telecommunications Commission 
Broadband Fund Guide, and to then complete an application 
to the CRTC Fund.

Read more about Township efforts to bring efficient service 
to Tiny in Deputy Mayor Walma’s article on page 10. 

SARJEANT’S WAVERLEY PITS 1 & 2: 
In 2019 the Sarjeant Company decided to make its two li-
censed pits (one permitting excavation below the water ta-
ble) in Concession 1 operational and asked the Township 
to amend its 2011 French Road Improvement Agreement. 
Requirements for its construction as a haul road were up-
dated. Then, Councillor Mintoff raised concerns about 
maintenance and Council had R.J. Burnside & Associates 
Engineering review studies and site plan notes related to hy-
drogeology, aggregate excavation below the water table and 
new regulations. The result: Burnside’s July 9, 2009 opinion 
remained unchanged: everything was in order. Council went 
ahead with the Amending Agreement.

The Sarjeant Company then amended its site plan by re-
moving the reference to “asphalt” as one of the recyclable 
materials that “may be imported on to the site.” This move 
may have been an attempt to gain public approval.

SITE PLAN APPLICATION BY OROK ENTERPRISES 
INC. (STUBBS) FOR GEORGIAN BAY PARK, PART 
LOT 25, CONCESSION 2 WEST: 

In March 2020, Council passed a Site Plan Agreement for 
phases 1 and 2 of this seasonal trailer park development. 
Phase 1 includes 56 seasonal trailer sites, a comfort station 

and an in-ground swimming pool in addition to the existing 
barn and sheds. Phase 2 encompasses 44 seasonal trailer 
sites, 10 four-season cabins, the use of part of the comfort 
station as a medical clinic, and additional parking. 

GREAT LAKES WATERFRONT TRAIL:
Since the first section of the Great Lakes Waterfront Trail — 
from Trenton to Stoney Creek — was established in 1995, 
it has grown to roughly 3,000 km in length along Lakes 
Ontario, Erie, St. Clair, Huron and Georgian Bay, as well as 
the Lake Huron North Channel and the St. Lawrence, Detroit 
and St. Clair Rivers. This cycling trail uses local, district and 
provincial roads and trail routes that follow the shoreline as 
close as reasonably possible.

In April 2020, Council advised the Waterfront Regeneration 
Trust (WRT) that it wishes to participate in the extension of 
the Trail through the Township. It directed staff to work with 
the WRT “to identify, map and implement” expansion in 
Tiny. The Township is to supply hardware and labour for the 
installation of signage on township roads. Council also decid-
ed to support the County’s participation, including an annual 
contribution by the County of $3,500. 

Information about the Trail is available at www.waterfront-
trail.org/. The founding chair of WRT (and still a Director) 
was David Crombie, a resident of Tiny and former Toronto 
mayor and federal cabinet minister.

COMMUNITY LIBRARY BOX AT BLUEWATER DUNES: 
In a November 20, 2019 letter to Council and Public Works, 
the Bluewater Dunes Ratepayers Association asked that a 
Community Library Box be installed on Township proper-
ty in its area. The association would bear the expense and 
maintain the box and its contents. 

While researching the feasibility of this request, Public Works 
came across an organization called “Little Free Library,” 
which sells library boxes and tracks their location through 
a registration process. The township would have the right to 
remove or relocate a Little Free Library box from Township 
property if issues develop. Public Works estimated the cost 
to the Township for a Little Free Library Box as roughly $440. 
Council rejected this option, instead recommending that staff 
advise Bluewater Dunes of the Little Free Library organiza-
tion’s information. There are currently two library boxes in 
Tiny, at 100 Tall Pines Drive and 959 Marshall Road.

MODIFICATIONS TO TINY’S OFFICIAL PLAN:
The Township’s Official Plan was formally adopted on 
November 26, 2018 and submitted to the County, which 
made a few modifications. Since then, Township staff and 
MHBC Planning worked with County Planning staff to devel-
op a modified version that complies with all applicable leg-
islation and Simcoe County’s planning policy. The Adopted 
OP showing the County modifications is available in Reports 
of Consultants, Committee of the Whole Agenda, April 27, 
2020. Here are the main changes: 
•  Natural Heritage System mapping (Greenlands and  

… continued on next page

We are all in this together.
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Tara Marshall (BGW Beaches & Ratepayers  
Association) 
Robert McBride (Wymbolwood Beach Association)  

Doug Moles (Nottawaga Beach Association)  

Scott Williams (BGW Beaches & Ratepayers  
Association) 

The Tiny Cottager is published each May/June and Sept./Oct.  
The Federation’s members are associations of property 
owners in those parts of the Township of Tiny designat-
ed as “Shoreline” in the Township’s Official Plan.  
   The Tiny Cottager is mailed to the permanent ad-
dresses of more than 10,600 Tiny Township property 
owners (including 7,200 in the shoreline areas of Tiny) 
and to businesses in the area. It reaches some 25,000 
readers. Copyright is claimed on all original articles 
and on advertisement layout and design created by this 
publication. 
   The information contained in The Tiny Cottager has 
been provided by sources believed to be reliable.  
However, FoTTSA makes no guarantee as to the  
correctness or completeness of the information.

REPORT ON COUNCIL
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New Payment Options
• e-Transfer. Please send to fottsadonation@gmail.com
• Cheque payable to “FoTTSA” (please include the completed form below)
• PayPal: see the link at www.tinycottager.org

Enclosed is my cheque for $

Name(s)
Address (permanent) 
Address (summer residence)   
Telephone (   )  Summer Telephone (   )   E-mail 

Kindly mail donation to:  
Federation of Tiny Township Shoreline Associations,  
42 Haslemere Rd., Toronto, ON  M4N 1X6

Invasive Phragmites and High Water Levels:  
The Bad News and the Good News    by LYNN SHORT, WYMBOLWOOD BEACH

A Phragmites fragment. These fragments can take root if not disposed of.

FoTTSA NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT!
Please support the Federation: we keep you informed, and we work 

for good, fair government and to protect the environment.

We monitor Tiny Council / We publish The Tiny Cottager & FoTTSA Flash /   
We maintain a website / We are active in the community on your behalf 

WE CAN’T DO THIS WITHOUT YOU!

YES! I want to help… Here is my donation!

Thank you! Your support is  
very much appreciated.

CONTRIBUTE 
$20 or more   
and receive a 

complimentary 
discount card for 
local merchants!

I’m not a member of a FoTTSA beach association, so please send me a complimentary discount card

 Environmental Protection designations) and Agricultural  
 System mapping (Agricultural designation). These are the  
 most refined mapping layers available within the munic- 
 ipality, and are used in the Adopted OP. The less refined  
 Provincial Natural Heritage System and the Provincial  
 Agricultural System have been removed.
• Growth Management. In 2019, the province  
 modified its policies surrounding settlement area  
 expansions. Minor adjustments can now occur without  
 a Municipal Comprehensive Review. Density targets  
 have been removed since the Township has no fully  
 serviced settlement areas. Major settlement area  
 boundary expansion can occur only as part of a  
 Municipal Comprehensive Review. Tiny Township’s  
 settlement areas are defined in the Growth Plan as  
 rural settlements. Policies have been added that  
 permit employment land conversions outside of a  
 Municipal Comprehensive review.
• Shoreline Designation. Bed and Breakfasts are now a  
 permitted use, but only if there is a site-specific Zoning  
 By-law Amendment.
• Second Units. The Planning Act now permits two  
 second units per lot, including one in an accessory  
 building. In Tiny two second units are now permitted in  
 the Rural, Agricultural, Greenlands, Country Residential  
 and Settlement Area designations, but NOT Shoreline.
• Renewable Energy: Changes have been made to the  
 Adopted OP to reflect the Provincial repeal of the Green  
 Energy Act. However, Section D.14.1 still stands. It  
 states: “the Township is not a willing host for industrial  
 wind turbines.”
• Mineral Aggregate Resources II Mapping. The map  
 in Appendix 3 reveals that the County has substantially  
 expanded the amount of land designated Mineral  
 Aggregate Resources II. 
• Appeal of the County’s OP Greenland Designation:  
 Many discrepancies between Tiny’s and the County’s  
 OPs have already been resolved. All natural heritage  
 features (significant woodlands, significant valleylands,  
 ANSIs, etc.) form the Township’s Greenland designation.  
 The County identified some additional minor lands to be  
 designated as Greenland. See Appendix 5.

SEWAGE SYSTEM REINSPECTION PROGRAM:
In 2019, Tatham Engineering inspected the northeast quad-
rant of the Township, completing 1490 inspections; 269 re-
vealed deficiencies and more will be found once all reports 
have been submitted. Among deficiencies to date:
• 71 root intrusions into the leaching bed area
• 62 septic tanks need replacement
• 32 instances of vehicles parking or driving on the septic  
 tank or leaching bed
• 26 needed information on the sewage system from  
 the resident
• 13 had eavestroughs or sump pumps draining onto the  
 septic tank or leaching bed
• 12 had a structure or patio on top of the leaching bed
• 12 had an outdoor sink or shower drain discharging  
 onto the ground
• 9 had a septic tank or leaching bed near a lake.

In 2020, inspections will be done in the northwest quadrant 
of the township, excluding Thunder Beach.

BY-LAW ENFORCEMENT RELATED TO COVID-19 
PROVINCIAL ORDERS:
Ten days after the Province issued a Declaration of 
Emergency on March 17, 2020, it gave by-law officers prov-
ince-wide authority to enforce various emergency orders. 
Since then, according Steve Harvey, Tiny’s Chief Municipal 
Law Enforcement Officer, half of his department’s activity 
has concerned rules restricting park use. Only walkthrough 
use of parks (including Tiny’s five beach parks) is permitted 
(no sitting, swimming, paddle-boarding). Benches and equip-
ment are taped off. Social distancing is required. Gatherings 
of more than five people are not permitted. At the last meet-
ing in April, he reported that compliance has been very good 
but not perfect.

Jackson Park is closed, the boat ramp is buried in sand, and 
even when the sand has been cleared on May 4, only emer-
gency services will be allowed to use it.   

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS (FOR TINY) RELATED TO 
COVID-19 PANDEMIC: 
On May 25 Treasurer Doug Taylor will present an extend-
ed report focusing on cash flow, given the many negative 
and positive impacts of the pandemic. He envisions several 
“what if” scenarios and intends to raise concerns and suggest 
options.

COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE UNDER 
EMERGENCY DECLARATION:
Council will meet every third week starting May 25, 2020 for 
the duration. 
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Let’s support our  
local businesses!

Invasive non-native Phragmites australis has been a big prob-
lem in Tiny Township. When uncontrolled along the shore-
line, it interferes with the enjoyment of lakefront beaches, 
outcompetes beneficial native vegetation and threatens the 
beach ecosystem. It also destroys natural wetland habitat, 
invades agricultural fields, blocks roadside ditches, poses a 
fire risk, grows through shoulder asphalt and blocks roadway 
sight lines. 

First, the bad news
The shoreline of Georgian Bay has been dramatically chang-
ing because the water levels have risen over five feet in recent 
years. Wave action has caused erosion of the sand along the 
shore. The native beach plants are well adapted to fluctuating 
water levels and erosion; however, the problems associated 
with Phragmites are greatly amplified. 

Eighty percent of the biomass of Phragmites is composed 
of rhizomes (underground stems) that grow deep into the 
sand. Due to shoreline erosion, vast amounts of the beige tu-
bular underground rhizomes have been exposed. The wave 
action breaks off short fragments and carries them to other 
locations along the shore. If left alone, these rhizomes will 
quickly take root in the new location. This is one effective 
way in which Phragmites spreads and starts new colonies.

To prevent this spread from happening, it is essential to 
monitor the shoreline in the spring to locate, remove and de-
stroy these rhizome fragments. Some of the fragments may 
be seen lying on the surface of the sand, but there will also 
be some that have been buried. Many of the buried rhizomes 
will likely sprout later in the spring. It will be necessary 

to remove the new growth before it gets well established. 
Remember the phrase, “early detection, rapid response.”

Now, the good news 
With rising water levels, some Phragmites colonies will be 
flooded. Phragmites growing in water of a depth of at least 
six inches are easier to control than Phragmites growing on 
land. Cutting Phragmites stalks growing in water can be es-
pecially effective because it prevents rhizomes’ access to es-
sential oxygen. The plant will actually drown. This cutting 
can be done using pruners, raspberry cane cutters or a sharp-
ened spade to cut the stalks as far below the surface of the 
water as can be reached. Larger colonies could be cut in 
this way using mechanized cutting tools. It is very important, 
when using any of these approaches, that the cut stalks not 
be allowed to float away and take root elsewhere. They must 
all be recovered for disposal. 

Disposal 
Rhizome fragments or cut stalks can be dried and burned 
if this is permitted, or they can be packed into paper yard 
waste bags for pick-up or delivery to a municipal waste  
facility once thoroughly dried out. Alternatively, they can be 
solarized (heat treated) in large black industrial garbage bags 
left in the sun for 2-3 weeks before being taken to a munici-
pal waste facility.

In conclusion, this spring/summer season provides new  
opportunities to be good stewards of the land by controlling 
non-native Phragmites.

For more information about controlling invasive species, go 
to www.ontarioinvasiveplants.ca

Photos by Lynn Short
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They’re very proud of the fact that they’re discharging ex-
cess water from Lake Superior to keep within that four-foot 
range and make sure that there’s no interruption of water into 
the hydro power generators,” Muter said.

The 1993 Crisis Response measures referred to in the 
Restore Our Water International letter include decreasing 
inflows from the Long Lac and Ogoki diversions, increasing 
outflow through the Lake Michigan diversion at Chicago and 
installing ice booms in the St. Clair River.

Probus members questioned Muter on who benefits from 
the actions of the Lake Superior board. “Who’s profiting?” 
one man asked.

“You’re asking the right questions,” Muter answered, “but 
in the three years I was on the (IJC) public interest advisory 
group… I was never able to get to the bottom of it. I for 
instance asked right at the very first meeting of the public 
advisory committee, ‘Can we see the budget?’ and they said 
‘No, we’re not going to let you see the budget.’”

She added: “There’s politics and money and people kept 
telling me that, but to get to the bottom of that in the US, it’s 
not easy.”

Restore Our Water International is calling for a single con-
trol board to manage all of the Great Lakes as a unit because 
it’s no longer acceptable for the International Lake Superior 
Board of Control headed by Contin and Toy to make deci-
sions that have devastating impacts downstream — with no 
input from downstream.

“We are the forgotten part of the Great Lakes,” Muter says. 
“That has to stop now.”

Kate Harries is a member of AWARE Simcoe’s Board of 
Directors representing Springwater. This article was first 
published on AWARE Simcoe’s website, aware-simcoe.ca. 
AWARE Simcoe is a citizens’ group that works for transparen-
cy and accountability in government and to protect water, the 
environment and health.

…continued from page 1 (High Water)

by DOUG KIRK, FARLAIN LAKE

After years of rising water levels in Farlain Lake, the spring 
of 2020 has delivered some tentative good news. Compared 
to this time a year ago, the level is down 15-20 cm from 
the record high levels seen in 2019. It is encouraging to see 
that a lower precipitation load over the winter contributed to 
the lower start in 2020. Rain and evaporation will determine 
whether this favourable set of conditions will be maintained 
over this coming summer.

Update on Farlain Lake

Farlain Lake on April 18, looking north from the Andrew Dr. boat 
launch, between the 16th and 17th Concessions. Still high but lower 
than a year ago.

Photo by Doug Kirk

AND YOU

AND YOU

FIND YOUR FIT AND

MAKE IT
PERSONAL

www.tinycottager.org
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Thinking of Buying or Selling a Waterfront,  
a Home, a Cottage or Land in Tiny?

Call or Text: 705 528 8381  I 705 527 2276

Michelle Lacroix 
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Delva Lacroix 
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Photo by Tara Marshall Photo by Tara Marshall

Photo by Tom Goldie

At Woodland Beach, high water has 
washed away sand, leaving only stones.

All residents of Tiny can now take advantage of 
the FoTTSA discount program, which features 
a long list of local merchants. FoTTSA will be 
delighted to issue an annual discount card to 
anyone who makes a $20 donation.
To see the list of participating merchants, visit 
www.tinycottager.org and click on “FoTTSA 
and you.” 

To make your donation, see “FoTTSA NEEDS 
YOUR SUPPORT!” on page 5.

ACT ON FoTTSA DISCOUNTS  
FROM KEY LOCAL MERCHANTS!

Photo by Paul Cowley

Photo by Paul CowleyPhoto by Tom Goldie

Photo by Paul Cowley

No more beach along  
this stretch of Bluewater.

Water washing away a 
deck on Carusoe Bay.

Wasaga Beach: there’s the parking  
machine, but where’s the road?

Boulders prop up a beach  
sign at Ossasane.

Waves lap curbstones at Balm Beach.
.
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Add community opposition to a proposed extension of the 

Teedon Pit to the list of activities affected by COVID-19. 

You'll recall that the aggregate pit’s owner, CRH Canada 

Group Inc. (CRH), had filed an appeal with the Local Planning 

Appeal Tribunal (LPAT) over the Township of Tiny’s failure to 

change its Official Plan and By-laws to permit an extension 

of the Pit northward into French’s Hill. The latest step in this 

appeal process — a prehearing teleconference scheduled for 

May 2020 and an in-person meeting of all concerned par- 

ties in August — has temporarily ground to a halt due to a 

pandemic-related Government of Ontario emergency order: 

According to the LPAT, “The Tribunal will not schedule any 

hearing events, including in-person, written, or teleconfer- 

ence meetings while this Emergency Order is in effect.” 

FoTTSA has party status along with the Township and CRH 

in the appeal (able to hire legal representation, cross examine 

witnesses, present issues). Other organizations and individu- 

als have participant status (able to submit a written statement 

for consideration of the tribunal) and observer status (able to 

attend the hearing, but not take part). 

Meantime, early in 2019, individuals and groups submitted 

comments regarding CRH’s pit extension application. CRH 

first responded to submissions it took most seriously — those 

from the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, and 

Tiny Township. 

CRH dealt with the ministry’s concerns sufficiently well that 

the ministry formally withdrew its objection to the applica- 

tion. To the township, CRH provided a series of responses 

and supporting studies/reports, which Tiny had peer-re- 

viewed by the Severn Sound Environmental Association and 

R.J. Burnside and Associates. 

On January 3, 2020, CRH sent a letter to all those who had 

commented on the extension application. By this time, CRH 

had addressed township concerns regarding hydrogeology, 

noise, site operation, and natural heritage, but Tiny still had 

concerns regarding traffic on Darby Road. The letter set a 

response deadline of January 30, 2020 for comments on any 

outstanding matters. 

On January 27, 2020, Council directed staff to include these 

comments in its response to CRH and the ministry: 

1. That the Township is fundamentally opposed to the 

extraction and washing of aggregate in environmentally 

sensitive areas. 

2. That there is presently a groundwater study being 

undertaken by Dr. Cherry, et al and that the findings of 

this report be taken into consideration by the Province 

prior to the issuance of any further licenses. 

More emerging threats to the environment 
In 2019, the province gave notice on the Environmental 

Registry of Ontario of a number of proposed amendments 

to the Aggregates Resources Act (ARA). The comment period 

ended in November 2019. 

Gravel Watch Ontario, the Canadian Environmental Law 

Association and the Simcoe County Greenbelt Coalition all 

submitted well-thought-out responses. FoTTSA shares their 

concerns about the lack of detail in the amendments, the 

evident support of the aggregate industry, and disregard for 

environmental safeguards in the current act. Like them, we 

were appalled by the failure to observe due process when 

legislation (Bill 132) was introduced before the public com- 

ment period was over. 

FoTTSA’s comments included the following: 

“Given that Ontario municipalities are responsible for land 

use planning and for ensuring that residents have clean drink- 

ing water, it is appropriate that they manage where and how 

aggregate extraction occurs in their jurisdiction. It is NOT 

appropriate to take away this power.” 

“We disagree with the removal of the power of the Local 

Planning Appeal Tribunal and the Minister to require agree- 

ments between aggregate producers and municipalities re- 

garding aggregate haulage when making a decision about 

issuing or refusing a license.” 

“We would like to see a more robust application process 

for a Permit to Take Water for the washing of gravel, more 

frequent reviews of existing aggregate operations, enhanced 

reporting on aggregate rehabilitation, and a review of inac- 

tive pit licenses to ensure that they meet current standards 

prior to the commencement of operation.” 

The township also submitted comments regarding 

• more robust application processes for extensions of 

extraction below the water table and permits to take 

water for gravel washing operations 

• a change in the tax assessment rate for aggregate 

operations to an industrial rate 

• municipal ability to require haul route agreements 

• more frequent reviews of existing aggregate operations 

• enhanced reporting on aggregate rehabilitation 

• a review of aggregate fees 

Its submission included two statements: the Township of Tiny 

• does not support aggregate extraction below the water 

table for any existing or future gravel pit operations… 

due to the number of residents who obtain their drinking 

water from private wells and the potential negative 

impact on sensitive groundwater resources. 

• supports a review of inactive aggregate pit licenses to 

ensure that they meet current standards prior to 

commencement of operations. 

Even more alarming than the province’s handling of amend- 

ments is a temporary regulation issued on April 3, 2020 “to 

respond to the COVID-19 outbreak. This regulation exempts 

all proposals for policies, acts, regulations and instruments 

from posting requirements under the EBR and removes the 

requirement to consider Statements of Environmental Values 

for its duration.” 

The Environmental Defence and the Canadian 

Environmental Law Association are preparing responses. 

Margaret Prophet of the Simcoe County Greenbelt Coalition 

recommends keeping “a very close eye on your municipality 

and planning/land use applications right now.” 

For its part, FoTTSA advises keeping a vigilant eye on pro- 

vincial moves that jeopardize the environment. 

This spring and summer, along with Aware Simcoe and 

Friends of the Waverley Uplands, FoTTSA plans to wage a 

sign campaign to raise public awareness about the risk the 

extension of the Teedon Pit into French’s Hill represents to 

groundwater in the area. 
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Photo by Lynne Archibald 
Order Your Save our Water Sign Today! 

“Save our Water Stop the Pit” signs are a key awareness and fundraising tool in an 

environmental protection campaign undertaken by a diverse group of grassroots organi- 

zations to protect our water and oppose extension of the Teedon Pit. You can order this 

lawn sign for a minimum $10, which covers our production costs. Anything greater than 

$10 goes towards the costs of a legal campaign opposing the pits. Find out more at www. 

tinycottager.org. 

 

 

 

 

http://www/
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How Community Leaders Are Helping to Restart North 
Simcoe’s Economy

 8  The Tiny Cottager

As the country starts reopening for business, The Tiny Cottager 
asked four individuals and organizations committed to the eco-
nomic well-being of North Simcoe these two questions: 
• How is or will your organization be helping to  
 re-start North Simcoe’s economy?
• How can seasonal and full-time residents contribute?

Here’s what they told us.

George Cornell, Mayor of Tiny Township  
and Warden of Simcoe County
On March 19, the County of Simcoe Economic Development 
Office (EDO), in partnership with its member municipalities, 
the Cities of Barrie and Orillia, and regional stakeholders, 
launched its COVID-19 Business Impact Survey to better 
understand their experiences. More than 800 responses are 
helping guide efforts to promote a strong economy and help-
ing us bounce back.

In response to the survey, the EDO, with input from area 
partners, has created an action plan for business support 
and economic stimulus. As the situation evolves, services 
will continually be reviewed to ensure that the County is re-
sponsive in supporting the needs of the business community.  
The action plan includes numerous initiatives under six  
categories, including: 
• financial support
• business outreach, support and resources
• workforce alignment
• economic development network collaboration  
 and research
• business promotion 
• potential broader economic stimulus

Many of these initiatives are underway or in the planning 
stages. In the meantime, the County of Simcoe is already 
working with local businesses that have adapted quickly to 
health precautions and continue to provide services to our 
residents and keep our economy going. Tourism Simcoe 
County and our Economic Development Office have created 
a directory of businesses on Experience Simcoe County from 
Home (https://experience.simcoe.ca/) that continue to serve 
our communities by providing delivery, take-out and curb-
side pick-up to help get us through these challenging times 
and continue to generate needed revenue for our economy.

Supporting local businesses also remains a priority for the 
Township of Tiny. In addition to being an active member 
of organizations that are dedicated to driving the economy, 
such as the Economic Development Corporation of North 
Simcoe and the Culture Alliance in the Heart of Georgian 
Bay, the township will continue to support the local econo-
my through purchasing, programming/events, and our day-
to-day operations.

Both the township and the county continue to ask residents 
to shop and invest locally where possible. Tiny’s Recreation 
Department has launched an Instagram account, @tinyrecre-
ation, bringing the community virtual recreation resources, 
challenges, contests, and more. Contest winners will receive 
a gift card from a local business that offers online services. To 
keep our local tourism industry going, the county is promot-
ing Experience Simcoe County from Home.

To help alleviate some of the financial burden being ex-
perienced by residents, the township extended the March 
27 property tax due date to May 1, which was then further 
extended to June 26. Council will continue to monitor the 
situation and may consider extending the due date beyond 
June 26. The county is also working with the provincial and 
federal governments to help deliver emergency funding to 
residents, as well as increasing access to child care to help 
get families back to work as soon as it is safe to do so. 

Cathy Tait, General Manager,  
Southern Georgian Bay Chamber of Commerce
Without a doubt, this is the most challenging and stressful 
environment that our business community will ever face. 
The mandate at the Chamber of Commerce at this time is 
to advocate on behalf of its 400+ business members and to 
provide solidarity and resources, however possible, to ensure 
that business owners are informed and supported.

To ensure that the business community is up to date on 
the government’s relief programs, we continue to send out 
regular emails with new details and links to applicable pro-
grams. Most recently, we hosted a free webinar in partner-
ship with the team at Grant Thornton to provide clarity about 
the federal government initiatives and how to access these 
funds: www.grantthornton.ca/insights/coronavirus-covid-19/
finding-the-way-forward-guiding-businesses-through-coro-
navirus-COVID-19). The Chamber of Commerce has hosted 
or co-hosted a number of online webinars to address relief 
programs, including the new wage subsidies and loans. We 
are working with the Barrie Chamber of Commerce and 
Sandbox to present additional webinars to address cash flow 
and budgeting, staffing issues, moving a business to online 
sales, and maintaining positive mental health. These webi-
nars are available to the entire community at no charge.

On a daily basis, we are responding to members’ emails and 
phone calls with questions and concerns. We continue to di-
rect business owners to the appropriate governmental sites 
and assist them with navigating the many available programs.

For members that are still open for business with modified 
services and hours, we continue to promote them via our so-
cial media platforms. Having grown our Facebook presence 
in the community to in excess of 10,000 people engaged 
each week, we are able to generate significant awareness for 
members. With a positive outlook and an optimistic tone, we 
have also promoted members’ events and services through a 
number of social media contests. 

The community is also invited to visit a dedicated landing 
page on the Chamber of Commerce website (https://south-
erngeorgianbay.ca/news/whats-open) with up-to-date list-
ings of businesses still open and any modified services.

We look forward to the day when businesses are bustling 
with shoppers and once again flourishing, and welcome any 
questions or input; ctait@sgbchamber.ca.

Jill Dunlop, MPP, Simcoe North
The provincial government will continue to work in collabo-
ration with the federal government to support businesses of 
all levels. 

In partnership with local municipalities and chambers, we 
are in constant dialogue with our business communities to 
come up with ways to boost the economy and engage busi-
nesses with the community under a different lens during 
the COVID-19 crisis, and looking ahead to what the busi-
ness models might look like in the near and distant future. 
Currently, I attend weekly meetings with organized groups 
for the sole purpose of sharing information and brainstorming 
on business retention and development. Information is then 
shared with the business sectors of these communities and 
within North Simcoe for input, discussion and collaboration. 

Groups such as COVID-19 and Our Community in Orillia, 
led by the Orillia Chamber of Commerce, and North Simcoe 
Business Recovery Task Force out of Midland are taking the 
lead in sharing valuable information and looking for partner-
ships and opportunities to support the business sector. 

These ongoing meetings are conducted via video confer-
encing and are a regular part of my commitment to assisting 
those businesses trying to push through this difficult time. 
These meetings also enable me to provide important input 
from the provincial level in order to assist in the rebuild of 
the business infrastructure that so many communities have 
worked so hard to create. These businesses have become the 
fabric of many downtown cores and contributors of jobs for 
so many families over many years. We, as a community and 
as a province, need to keep the communication going. We 
need to stay steadfast with our social distancing in order to 
flat-line the curve of COVID-19, in order to eventually gradu-
ally re-open our economy. We are all in this together and will 
get through this together.

Bruce Stanton, MP, Simcoe-North
At the time of writing this submission in April, I and my staff 
are busy keeping up with the steady flow of announcements 
coming from the federal government, all aimed at helping 
workers and businesses get through this unprecedented shut-
down (in our generation) of all but essential business activi-
ties. My offices and I are working to be as accessible as possi-
ble to constituents and provide information and guidance by 
telephone and email. We are using every means available to 
communicate and assist in this difficult time.

To sustain the economy in Tiny and North Simcoe, the fed-
eral emergency response programs such as the 75% wage 
subsidy (CEWS), the Canada Emergency Business Account 
($40,000 no-interest, guaranteed loan) and the Canada 
Emergency Response Benefit (CERB) will help bridge the 
income gap for workers and the fixed costs obligations of 
businesses. 

Phil’s Casual Dining in Penetanguishene is a good example. 
Theo Karpathios owns this popular local business, as well as 
Phil’s Pub & Eatery in Midland. To help flatten the COVID-19 
curve, restaurants were closed except for take-out and de-
livery. Theo changed his menu, switching to take-out items, 
and offering specials for first-responders and front-line health 
care workers. He is able to continue operating, but in his 
case the Canada Emergency Business Account and the wage 
subsidy program will help him carry through until the situa-
tion improves, hopefully this summer.

There is another local example of how a crisis like this can 
enable Canada’s innovative manufacturers for new opportuni-
ties. Industrial Filter Manufacturing (IFM) in Penetanguishene 
makes high-quality filters for industrial air flow machinery 
such as vacuums and ventilation systems. They have all the 
capabilities needed to produce personal protection N95 face 
masks, the kind in short supply. Under an interim order re-
specting medical devices, issued by the Minister of Health, 
companies like IFM can get their medical product certifica-
tions fast tracked. They still need to meet proper standards, 
but IFM’s attesting to these will now suffice. It’s more import-
ant to get them into production. 

For workers laid off because their employers’ businesses 
were closed or revenues plummeted due to COVID-19, the 
CERB program is providing $2,000 per month until mid-July. 
Under new rules they can even earn up to $1,000 per month 
in freelance or part-time work and still collect the CERB. This 
won’t be an ideal situation for most people in these types of 
layoffs, but it will prevent them from getting too far behind. 
The CERB will be helping thousands of families to meet their 
financial commitments and purchase their essential supplies 
through this health crisis.

All contributions have been lightly edited.

8 Ways We Can All Contribute
We can all help re-start North Simcoe’s economy by fol-
lowing these eight suggestions from the community leaders 
who contributed to this article.
• Shop locally, even after restrictions are lifted.
• Support local restaurants offering curbside  
 pick-up, take-out and delivery.
• Buy local produce. Visit www.farm2door.ca to shop  
 directly from North Simcoe farmers.
• Raise local business’ online profile by “liking” and  
 “sharing” social media posts, and posting your  
 own reviews.
• Purchase gift cards to support local businesses for  
 redemption once restrictions are lifted.
• Donate to local charities that provide vital services,  
 such as food banks and hospitals.
• Support summer day camps that are affordable  
 to families.
• Follow guidelines that have been put into place for your  
 own health and the well-being of your community.

“When COVID-19 retreats, it will 
be more important than ever to 
support our local businesses to 
get them back on their feet.”
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MORDEN CAN HELP!
Shore Wall Construction Since 1953

Building
New Walls

Repair
Existing Walls

By Land or Water!

Assistance
with MNR
Permits

Assistance
with Township
Access Permits

  

Are you watching
your shoreline

 water levels rise?

MORDEN CONST INC.

705.526.5053 • www.mordenconstruction.com
70 Albert St., Midland Ontario, L4R 4L1



705-526-GIVE (4483) | GBGHF.ca 

Is Doing to Help Solve This Dilemma. by STEFFEN WALMA 

Slow Internet? No Internet? What Tiny Township 
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This time last year I wrote an article for The Tiny Cottager 

outlining how the township would be addressing our internet 

gaps. We are still working towards improved services for our 

residents. That being said, we do nothave any magical sto- 

ries of Netflix and Zoom conference calls in the Cedar Point 

area… yet. Pessimists may skip this article, optimists read on. 

The SWIFT (South Western Integrated Fibre Technology) ini- 

tiative, a program funded by all three lev- 

els of government, launched in 2019 and 

has had its first shovels in the ground this 

year. The goal of the program is to deliv- 

er broadband fibre speeds to all of South 

Western Ontario, Tiny included. Our 

Mayor Cornell is on the SWIFT board and 

has recently announced that the County of 

Simcoe is next on the list of partners to see 

pointsofpresence (POPs) developedwith- 

in our geography. POPs are local access 

points that enable users to connect to the 

Internetthroughtheir Internetservice pro- 

vider. They contain high-speed telecom- 

munications equipment and technologies 

that help connect users to the Internet. 
While this is great news, there is still a lot of construction yet 

to happen, and even when these POPs are in place there will 

be a lag time in the development of infrastructure to deliver 

the Internet to yourhome. 

The township’s ad hoc internet committee has partnered 

with the North Simcoe Community Futures Corporation to 

investigate strategic ways to speed up the lag time between 

the installation of POPs and service delivery to your door. We 

also recognize that this service is still a few years out and have 

started the ball rolling to introduce stop gap measures we can 

implement now. In February 2020, Council passed a resolu- 

tion to issue a Request for Expression of Interest (RFEI). The 

intent of the RFEI is to engage independent service providers 

(ISPs) into developing additional towers and coverage in Tiny 

Township. The RFEI outlines that the township is willing to 

provide supports to the ISPs by way of in-kind contributions 

and potential building subsidies. 

The township is also a member of the Federation of Canadian 

Municipalities (FCM). The federation advocates on behalf of 

its municipal partners before the federal government, and re- 

lays information back to rural municipalities. FCM and the 

federal government have partnered with 

Telesat to launch the LEO satellite pro- 

gram (Low Earth Orbit). You may have 

heard of Elon Musk doing this south of 

the border. Well, Canada is also on this 

train. By 2022, over 160 satellites will  

be launched providing CRTC minimum 

broadband services levels to everyone 

north of the 55th parallel. In 2023, the 

remaining 160 satellites will launch ser- 

vicing the remainder of Canada. 

These links will lead you to more infor- 

mation on the SWIFT initiative and LEO 

satellite programs: 

• swiftruralbroadband.ca/ 

• www.telesat.com/news-events/ 

government-canada-and-telesat-partner-bridge-canadas-digi- 

tal-divide-through-low-earth 

Tiny continues to work toward innovative solutions to in- 

crease broadband service in the municipality. If you have 

ideas or concerns, please email council@tiny.ca and we’ll be 

sure to include them in thediscussion. 

COVID-19 update: The township is also aware of the press 

releases from Rogers and Bell regarding overage fee forgive- 

ness for home internet use and how the message is being 

misinterpreted. We have issued a letter from the office of the 

mayor urging the providers to recognize rocket hubs as home 

Internet in rural settings, as there is often no alternative, and 

to consider forgiving the overage fees incurred to date. 

Steffen Walma is Deputy Mayor of the Township of Tiny. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GeorgianBayDreamTeam.com 
Let us put your dreams 

within reach. 

Vanya  Irene Danielle 
Gluhic Wilson  Dorion 

BROKER SALES REPRESENTATIVE BROKER 
 

Georgian Bay Reality Ltd., Brokerage 
9457 Highway 93, Midland, Ontario 

705-527-8977Independently Owned & Operated 
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Amid significant concerns regarding the return of season- 

al or weekend residents to cottage country, Georgian Bay 

General Hospital (GBGH) has a message for everyone in 

Tiny: the facility has taken a number of steps to prepare for 

the pandemic, and is well prepared to respond to COVID-19, 

taking all precautions necessary to ensure the safety of its 

patients, staff, physicians, volunteers, visitors and the broad- 

er community. These steps include the establishment of 

the COVID-19 Midland Assessment Centre, in partnership 

with Waypoint Centre for Mental Health and Chigamik 

Community Health Centre. Additionally, all non-urgent pro- 

cedures have been cancelled, reducing the number of visi- 

tors to the hospital, and redeploying staff and other resourc- 

es to critical areas as needed. 

As of April 29, 2020, GBGH has had one COVID-19 pos- 

itive case in inpatient care. This result was confirmed April 

5, 2020, and the patient has since been discharged home. 

GBGH has also had one COVID-19 positive outpatient case, 

confirmed on April 3, 2020. This patient was screened and 

swabbed in the Emergency Department and all necessary in- 

fection and safety protocols were taken to prevent the further 

spread of the virus. With additional cases confirmed across 

the Simcoe-Muskoka region, we will likely see a growing 

number of cases in our region within the coming weeks. 

GBGH has also taken steps towards increasing their 

Intensive Care Unit (ICU) capacity, choosing to create two 

 
 

When it matters most... 

separate ICU surge spaces for COVID-19 patients, ready- 

ing additional beds and purchasing necessary equipment. 

Though this does come at a significant cost for the GBGH 

Foundation, the hospital feels this equipment is critical to 

enabling the community to responsibly address this pan- 

demic. The GBGH Foundation continues to do an incredi- 

ble job of supporting the hospital, even as this pandemic is 

affecting all of us, in challengingways. 

As we see the hospital taking important steps to prepare 

and address community concerns, local businesses have 

also quickly and creatively adapted to this “new normal.” 

Across our community, businesses have taken to serving 

customers curbside, moving swiftly to delivery and innovat- 

ing to place their services online. 

Though these are particularly trying times, our communi- 

ty is prepared to tackle the challenges ahead. As season- 

al residents look to our cottages as a place of safety and 

shelter, remember to protect and support our communities 

and neighbours, through physical distancing, washing your 

hands and isolating as needed! 
 

For more information on Georgian Bay General  Hospital, 
and how you can support the hospital and its staff through 

this challenging time, please visit: https://www.canada- 

helps.org/en/charities/gbgh-foundation/campaign/support- 

during-covid-19/. 

 
 

 

WWEE AARREE HHEERREE FFOORR YYOOUU 

Georgian Bay General Hospital is 
here for you and your family when 

you need us most; whether it's 
COVID-19, a boating accident, a 
rattlesnake bite, or a broken limb. 

 
Help equip our teams to 

provide the best care with a 
donation today! 

Hospital Is Fully Prepared by CATHERINE HOUSTON, THUNDER BEACH 

Coming Home to the Cottage: Georgian Bay General 

http://www.telesat.com/news-events/
mailto:council@tiny.ca


Let’s support our 
local businesses! 
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MAIN STREET
COMPUTERS

705-549-1303
2 Poyntz Street, Unit 54,
Penetanguishene, ON 

L9M 1M2

20+
Years 

Sales - Service - Internet

Services bilingues - Bilingual service

www.mainstreetcomputers.ca

Owner: Donald Desroches E-mail: msc@mainstreetcomputers.ca

HOME AND COTTAGE SERVICES

Check Out These Weekly  
Farmers Markets

Results of a survey FoTTSA conducted in November 2019 in-
dicate that a minority of short-term rentals (STRs) are causing a 
majority of the  problems experienced by neighbours. Among 
the problems cited: noise, constant partying, trespassing, and 
misuse of the shoreline. The consequences for some neigh-
bours are so severe that 18 respondents told us they are think-
ing of selling because of a nearby rental property.

The most mentioned problem was noise, including firecrack-
ers, loud music and loud voices. Almost two-thirds of respon-
dents who identified themselves as neighbours of an STR (61%) 
said noise was adversely affecting their lives. The next most 
common complaint (32%) was rude, inconsiderate and aggres-
sive renter behaviour, to the extent that some respondents now 
feel intimidated while on their own property. Constant party-
ing, overcrowding of the rental property, overcrowding of the 
beach and misuse of the shoreline were also cited as major 
concerns. Several respondents noted that it was common for a 
neighbouring rental cottage sleeping 8 to have 20+ guests over 
a weekend. 

More than 10% of STR neighbour respondents complained 
about each of the following: trespassing, garbage and recy-
cling issues, problems with cars and parking, and overall loss 
of quality of life. Multiple respondents also told us about 
problems with fires, dogs and alcohol. 

What defines good and bad STR owners
Survey results indicate that, while some STRs cause consid-
erable problems, most don’t bother their neighbours. A key 
factor appears to be the rental period: 80% of respondents 
agreed there is a big difference between 1- or 2-week renters, 
who return to the same properties every year, and renters 
who come once for 2-3 nights only.

But rental period isn’t the only differentiator. For instance, 
many respondents who rent out their properties said they 
• rent for seven days or more at a time
• know and/or screen prospective renters
• rent to the same people year after year 
• don’t post listings online 
• have clear guidelines for renters 
• know their neighbours and use their property during  
 the rental season 
• give their contact information to neighbours in the  
 event issues arise
• are a part of their community

Conversely, respondents linked problem  
properties with these traits: the property owners
• rent to anyone by using essentially anonymous websites 
• rent for just a weekend at a time

• have no rules, and if they do have rules don’t enforce them 
• don’t know their neighbours and can’t be reached if  
 a problem arises
• rarely or never use their properties themselves and con- 
 sequently do not know or respect the neighbourhood

How FoTTSA conducted the survey
In November 2019 FoTTSA sent a link to a 10-question sur-
vey on short-term rentals (STRs) to The Tiny Cottager/FoTTSA 
Flash opt-in email list — mostly of full-time and seasonal res-
idents of Tiny. We also posted a link to the survey on social 
media and our website.

We received an overwhelming response, with 395 readers 
filling in the survey and over 130 taking time to add written 
comments. 

The largest group of respondents (197, or 50%) identified 
themselves as STR neighbours. Another 92 respondents 
(23%) were not immediate neighbours but were concerned 
about STRs in Tiny. We had 44 owners of STRs (11%) re-
spond. We heard from only a few renters — primarily readers 
who had rented in the past and now own. 

For complete survey results, go to www.tinycottager.org. 
While online, check out the Township of Tiny STR web page: 
www.tiny.ca/Pages/Short-Term-Rental-Information.aspx

FoTTSA recognizes that short-term accommodations (STAs) 
contribute to the economic vitality of Tiny Township, and 
enable many owners to keep their properties. As one survey 
respondent told us: “If I couldn’t rent my property, I would 
have to sell it, as I depend upon the income to pay the taxes, 
insurance and upkeep.”

Based on feedback from respondents, FoTTSA submitted a 
number of recommendations to the township, including the 
following:
• Create a new STA by-law to govern rental properties  
 available for less than 7 nights at a time.
• Require STA owners to register their property with the  
 township at no cost (supported by 40% of respondents).
• Draft a new STA Guide for Guests information page.
• Send an updated STA owner/neighbour information  
 brochure to all households with their next tax bill.
• Log all STA calls received by the Municipal Law  
 Enforcement Department; create a complaints database  
 and monitor compliance.
• Require all registered STAs to acquire an annual permit  
 (supported by 45% of respondents); suggested fee $250,  
 based on one night’s average rental price. Deny permits  
 to repeat offenders.
• Hire an additional by-law officer.

Good renters are gold. So are good neighbours. These seven tips can help you maintain good relationships with both.

1. Devise a set of house rules, including a maximum number of overnights guests. Set clear expectations of behaviour.  
 State grounds for eviction. Share the rules and expectations with prospective renters.
2. If you don’t know your prospective renters, screen them and ask for references. Trust your gut. If you don’t have a  
 good feeling about a prospective renter, don’t proceed.
3. Request a significant damage deposit. If the prospective renters balk, don’t rent to them.
4. Inform renters of local by-laws and restrictions (e.g., parking, open fires, noise, etc.). Download and print the  
 Township of Tiny brochure, Short Term Rental Information www.tiny.ca/Pages/Short-Term-Rental-Information.aspx.
5. Have renters sign an agreement that they will abide by all rules, expectations and by-laws.
6. Inform neighbours of your rental plans. Provide contact information so neighbours can advise of inappropriate  
 renter behaviour.
7. After the rental period ends, ask neighbours if they experienced any problems, and take steps to prevent them in future. 

How to  
Be a  
Good STR 
Owner

As of press time, farmers markets are on Ontario’s essen-
tial services list. Most of the following weekly markets 
have posted season opening dates, but unless otherwise 
indicated visit Farmers Market Ontario for addresses and 
confirmation of dates:www.farmersmarketsontario.com

• Elmvale Farmers Market, Sunday, June 14,  
 9:00 am-2:00 pm
• Elmvale Flea and Farmers Market, Sundays and  
 Thursdays, opening Sunday May 10, 9:00am-3:00pm
• Harbour Farmers Market (Victoria Harbour), dates  
 and times TBD; www.sgbfarmersmarkets.com[
• Midland Summer Market, dates and times TBD;  
 www.sgbfarmersmarkets.com
• Wasaga Beach Farmers Market, Thursday,  
 June 4, 4:00-8:00 pm
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The Tiny Cottager Short-Term Rental Survey: 
What You Told Us                    by LYNNE ARCHIBALD, NOTTAWAGA BEACH

Balm Beach 
• Balm Beach Bar & Smokehouse ...............................  
.................................balmbeachbarandsmokehouse.com
• The Surf Bar and Grill ........................ 705-361-1612
Elmvale
• Ace Grill  ........................................... 705-322-6484
• Elmvale Bakery .................................. 705-516-3300
• Steelers Restaurant ............................ 705-322-2652
Lafontaine
• LA Café   ........................................... 705-533-4216
• Wendy B’s Fine Foods ....................... 705-533-1547
Midland 
• Arch Steak House .............................. 705-526-7313
• Bleu Garden ...................................... 705-527-7302
• Boathouse Eatery ............................... 705-527-7480
• Boulangers Midland City Bakers ........ 705-526-4149
• Cellarman’s Ale House ...................... 705-526-8223
• Dillon’s Wood Fired Pizza ................. 705-245-1006
• Feast Catering & Events ..................... 705-309-5337
• Georgian Bakery ............................... 705-526-6509
• Georgian Shores Catering .................. 705-527-0129
• Globe Café ........................................ 705-527-4145
• Grounded Coffee .............................. 705-527-5997
• Lilly’s Italian Eatery ............................ 705-245-0909

• Maple Canadian Pub ......................... 705-526-3000
• McDonald’s  
  (9195 County Rd. 93 location only) .... 705-526-4631
• Midland Domino Pizza ...................... 705-526-8000
• Midland Fish & Chips ........................ 705-526-9992
• Papa’s Pizza, Mama’s Chicken ........... 705-527-5577
• Phil’s Pub and Eatery ......................... 705-549-7858
• Pizza Nova ........................................ pizzanova.com
• Royal Tea on King.............................. 705-245-4832
• Subway ............................................. 705-526-0226

Penetanguishene
• B&R’s Takeout & Brenda’s Confectionary 705-549-7226
• Dixie Lee Fried Chicken..................... 705-999-4435
• Flynn’s Irish Pub ................................ 705-355-4782
• Pan Mai ............................................. 705-549-0526
• Phil’s Casual Dining ........................... 705-549-7858
• Pizza Delight ..................................... 705-549-9999
• World Famous Dock Lunch ............... 705-549-8111

Victoria Harbour
• The Queen’s Quay British Pub  
 and Restaurant................................... 705-534-1211
 

The following restaurants are offering take-out, drive-through, curbside pick-up, and/or delivery as of April 26. Call ahead or go 
online to find out what your options are. For a current list, check our website: www.tinycottager.org. 

Feeling Hungry? Look Who’s Serving 

 

Wyebridge
• Sugar Ridge Retreat ........................... 705-528-1793



TAKE-OUT FOOD NEAR YOU. 

Take-out every 
Friday! 
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Look no further for summer reading suggestions. This eclec- 

tic list comes courtesy of FoTTSA Flash readers who respond- 

ed to a recent call for titles. 

FoTTSA Flash is an e-newsletter  published  monthly.  Not 

on our distribution list? Send an email to secretary.fottsa@ 

tinycottager.org 

Strangers in the House: 

A Prairie Story of Bigotry and Belonging 

by CANDACE SAVAGE 

Why would anyone in Tiny be interested in reading a Prairie 

story of bigotry? One reason is that Chapter 5 is devoted to  

the Township of Tiny. Another reason is the book contains in- 

formation on the Blondin and Parent families, both of which 

have members still living in Tiny. Furthermore, the book is a 

good read. 

The story begins in Saskatoon, where the author’s daughter 

brings home a list of people who have lived in their house 

since it was first built in 1928 by one Napoléon Sureau dit 

Blondin. Who was Napoléon Sureau dit Blondin, and what 

was he doing in Saskatchewan? These questions prompted 

Candace Savage to research the home’s first occupant and 

examine what the publisher describes as “a troubling episode 

in Canadian history.” 

In Chapter 5 we learn that Napoleon’s father, Cleophas, ar- 

rived in Tiny with his parents from Quebec in the late 1860s, 

settling in Tiny, “a nobby finger of land that juts north into 

Lake Huron’s Georgian Bay… to the community of Lafontaine, 

near the farthest most end of the Penetanguishene Peninsula. 

Here, in the Township of Tiny, the French presence ran deep.” 

Napoléon was born not long after the move and grew up   in 

what the author uncharitably describes as “a place of con- 

stant limitation where it was wise to nurture small thoughts 

and modest ambitions.” Given the author’s description of 

Tiny it is not surprising that Cleophas and family moved west 

to the “anti French” prairies early in the 20th century rather 

than continue to endure Tiny. 

Although the last 135 pages deal with the Prairies and not 

Tiny, they are interesting for several reasons. While the au- 

thor is not French, she clearly thinks the French got a raw 

deal in Canada in general and in Saskatchewan in particular. 

Her description of the Ku Klux Klan in 1920s Saskatchewan  

is of interest. 

From beginning to end the book moves at a good pace. 

— Joe Martin, Addison Beach 

P.S. Facts are not the author’s strong point. 

The World in a Grain: The Story of Sand 

and How It Transformed Civilization 

by VINCE BEISER 

There are many glossy publications magnifying all the hidden 

beauty in sand crystals and their various components. This 

book takes an entirely different approach. 

It’s a compelling story about how sand has become such  

an important part of our everyday lives. Sand is found in ev- 

erything from concrete to computer chips, from stained glass 

windows to toothpaste. It’s used in fracking and fibre-optic 

cable; it’s used to build islands. 

Many claim that sand is the most important overlooked 
commodity in the world and predict that we are running out 

of it. Seems odd, but the catch is that the most accessible 

sand — desert sand — is of no use for most commercial 

purposes because of its rounded edges; picture building a 

pyramid with marbles. 

The explosion in sand extraction began in the early 20th 

century when rapidly growing cities with concrete build-  

ings and asphalt streets started to replace wooden and brick 

structures and cobblestone roadways. And now cities and 

skyscrapers and expressways are booming in every part of 

the world. 

Although glass beads and other glass ornaments have exist- 

ed for centuries, it was the introduction of mass sheet glass 

that required ever increasing amounts of sand. And as new 

technologies developed and high percentage silica sand re- 

serves were discovered, processes such as computer chip 

production and fracking also made huge demands on this 

special resource. 

Another very profitable sand industry is led by land-build- 

ing entrepreneurs; for example, the expansion of coastlines 

for real estate in Singapore, the building of an entire island 

for a defensive airstrip in China and for luxury beachside 

mansions in Dubai, and for replenishing beaches in Florida 

and California. 

What is this high demand for sand doing to our environ- 

ment? Usually laws that protect our environment are intro- 

duced as new industries develop, but this is not the case in 

many parts of the world, which has led to what is described 

as “the sand mafia.” Riverbed and ocean sand dredging/ex- 

traction affect adjacent land masses and disturb delicate hab- 

itat. Hardscaping shorelines interferes with natural replenish- 

ment of beach sand. 

Environmental experts and ocean scientists are sounding 

the alarm, and efforts are underway to find sand alternatives. 

The question remains: how can countries protect their own 

sand while making sure not to stop the flow of modern con- 

veniences that we all depend on? 

The World in a Grain deftly tracks the history of sand use 

and the people who mine it, sell it, build with it, and some- 

times even kill for it. Meet world-changing innovators and 

murderous sand pirates. An entertaining, unexpected and 

eye-opening read. 

— Linda Andrews, Wahnekewening Beach 

 
Educated: A Memoir 

by TARA WESTOVER 

This is an amazing memoir of a struggle for knowledge and 

education. Tara Westover was 17  when she first set foot in  

a classroom. Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, 

she prepared for the end of the world by stockpiling home- 

canned peaches and sleeping with her “head-for-the-hills 

bag.” In the summer she stewed herbs for her mother, a 

midwife and healer, and in the winter she salvaged in her 

father’s junkyard. 

— Irene Wilson, Wendake Beach 

…continued on page 14 (Summer Reading List) 
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…continued from page 13(Summer Reading List) 

Last Hope Island 

by LYNNE OLSON 

A fascinating history of Britain’s role in the Second World 

War, it challenges many war myths and gives credit to over- 

looked heroes of the war, including ordinary citizens strug- 

gling to save their lives and protect their freedom. 

— Irene Wilson 

I Am Number Four 

by PITTICUS LORE 

My 12-year-old grandson observed me reading I Am Number 

Four and said that I was really gonna love the book. Wait, 

what? Is he reading the same book as me? Yes, and it’s a great 

read and is the first in a series of six written by Pitticus Lore. 

It’s about nine alien teens living on Earth pursued by the evil 

Mogadorians who destroyed their planet, Lorien. 

Number Four (the previous four have been killed in order)  

is 15-year-old John Smith, his most recently chosen name in  

a life spent moving every few months and constantly chang- 

ing his identity. He is one of nine “Garde”  who  secretly  

came to Earth as children after the destruction of their home 

planet, who develop superpowers in adolescence and are 

mentored and trained by their adult “Cepan” in an effort to 

retake Lorien from the Mogadorians, who are relentlessly 

searching for them. 

Before you dismiss this as the type of book you would never 

read, think Harry Potter. If you read that and were hooked, 

this will pull you in to a world that will keep you (or the 

young readers) page turning or Kindling all summer. Steven 

Spielberg’s company DreamWorks produced a film shortly 

after the book came out in 2010. 

— Al Taylor, Kingswood Acres 

Talking to Strangers 

by MALCOLM GLADWELL 

This is a very popular book written by someone who was 

raised in rural Ontario. It tries to explain why we so often 

misread the intent of people we do not know; even though 

we may feel we are good judges of character. It is eclectic 

and broad ranging, using examples such as Jerry Sandusky, 

Amanda Knox, and Sylvia Plath. The conclusion is we can-  

not properly tell what motivates someone just by looking at 

them, or speaking with them for a few minutes. The subti- 

tle is, “What We Should Know About the People We Don’t 

Know.” A great read and a real eye opener. 

— Tom Goldie, Woodland Beach 

Me: By Elton John 

Elton John’s autobiography. A fascinating read, especially for 

long term fans. He is very open about his life, revealing de- 

tails which are shocking in some cases. The relationships he 

has had with many well-known personalities are interesting, 

as were his personality quirks. This is an autobiography rath- 

er than a memoir; it is a chronology of his life rather than 

just specific highlights. It was much better, and more honest, 

than I had expected it to be. 

— Tom Goldie 

The History of Baseball in 10 Pitches 

by Tyler Kepner 

This is a baseball book which devotes a separate chapter to 

specific pitches, such as a fastball, a slider, a sinker, a chan- 

geup etc. It talks about the history of each pitch, how it is 

thrown, profiles on the pitchers who have thrown it over the 

years, and hitters who have faced those pitchers. It is a great 

read for fans who miss the game, and a very unique of way of 

explaining baseball history. It would be of interest to diehard 

fans, and those with a more casual interest. 

— Tom Goldie 

The Education of an Idealist: A Memoir 

by Samantha Power 

Written by Pulitzer Prize winner and former U.S. Ambassador 

to the United Nations, Samantha Power’s memoir is truly 

captivating. Though the title may allow for a number of as- 

sumptions, The Education of an Idealist serves as a call to 

arms for those contemplating what one person can really do. 

Power effortlessly critiques and corrects the contempo- rary 

political space, calling for a kinder, gentler and more open 

demeanor amongst those addressing the world’s most 

challenging problems. This memoir serves as a literary trip 

through Power’s life, bringing the reader to her childhood in 

Dublin, her high school years in Atlanta, her university days 

at Yale, her early career in war-torn Bosnia, and ultimately 

her work within the walls of the White House. A prominent 

part of Obama’s 2008 presidential campaign and ultimately 

a valued member of his cabinet, Power has written a memoir 

that provides a behind the scenes view of not only the intri- 

cacies of forming foreign policy and undertaking diplomatic 

missions, but also a more intimate look at the struggles and 

difficulties of being a working mother, a present partner and 

a woman in civil service. 

— Catherine Houston, Thunder Beach 

     www.tinycottager.org          
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Recent Awards Recognize 
Local Volunteers
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Let’s loudly and proudly applaud our volunteers! Here is a 
sampling of a few award winners.

Tiny Township Volunteer Awards
The 2019 Robert Robitaille Award was presented to Diane 
Leblovic for her commitment to developing and advancing 
parks and recreation, and improving the quality of life in 
Tiny. Diane is a resident of Balm Beach and was the driving 
force and principal organizer of the Balm Beach Family Fun 
Day Event — a hugely successful township-sponsored com-
munity event in Balm Beach during the summers of 2018 
and 2019. Proceeds from this event go towards the new 
Children’s Playground at Parkside Park. 

In her acceptance Diane said, “My heart has always been 
in Tiny Township as my family has resided in this communi-
ty for five generations. We have enjoyed the memories that 
have been created by not only its beautiful beaches, vistas 
and scenery but also by its growth and maturity over the 
years, especially in the area of parks, recreation and events.”

The award is in memory of Robert Robitaille, a teacher, 
entertainer, historian and athlete whose life touched many 
people in Tiny.

The 2019 Corrie Hamelin Award was presented to Ingrid 
Egner in recognition of the contribution of one resident 
who volunteers his/her time and energy to more than one 
community association, organization or cause, in a selfless 
manner, because of strong beliefs in giving back to the com-
munity of Tiny and benefiting the people of Tiny. Ingrid has 
been an active member of the Bluewater Dunes Ratepayers 
Association and is a passionate environmentalist — often 
seen at invasive Phragmites removal events up and down the 
shore, pulling garlic mustard, counting butterflies and tend-
ing to the needs of turtles. 

Corrie Hamelin was an active community volunteer, and 
among her activities she was involved in the Kettle’s Beach 
Residents Association from its inception in 1978. After her 
death in 2003, residents renamed the Kettle Beach park in 
her honour. 

Severn Sound Environmental Association  
(SSEA) Partner Awards
Annually, the SSEA acknowledges the contributions made by 
landowners, partners and volunteers to various SSEA programs 
and projects, and recognizes environmental champions.

The recipient of the 2019 Severn Sound Environmental 
Association Stewardship Award was the Woodland Beach 
Property Owners Association. Six years ago, this associa-
tion was among the first to declare war and take action on in-
vasive Phragmites on its beach. Through its “Phrag Busters” 
program, the association worked with the Township of Tiny’s 
Stewardship Program to raise awareness, educate and advise 
residents of the plan of action, and engage volunteers.

The recipient of the 2019 SSEA Drinking Water Source 
Protection Award was the Township of Tiny. The township 
has gone above and beyond to help promote the program 
as well as supporting initiatives of their Risk Management 
Official. Everyone, from Council to staff to the residents and 
agricultural committee, has embraced the program. 

Peter Andrews was made an honorary member of Team 
SSEA in recognition of his many contributions to environ-
mental stewardship and invasive species management on 
Farlain Lake. 

FOCA (Federation of Ontario Cottagers Associations) 
Achievement Award
The 2019 recipient was the Farlain Lake Community 
Association. The discovery of Eurasian Watermilfoil in 
Farlain Lake, near Awenda Provincial Park, resulted in the 
association developing a comprehensive control program. In 
2019, the association received a $200,000 grant from the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation for the program. 
The Farlain Lake Community Association is committed to 

sharing their experiences and what they learn with other 
communities in Ontario; https://farlainlake.ca/.

by LINDA ANDREWS, WAHNEKEWENING BEACH

Let’s support our  
local businesses!

Diane Leblovic, centre left, receiving the 2019 Robert Robitaille Award
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$1,749,000

1780 Methodist Point Rd.,Tiny
20 Acres, 4,000 square foot stunning custom built log/stone home with captivating Southern Georgian Bay 
vistas and sunsets.

MLS#236541

1369 Chemin du Loup Rd.,Tiny 
Come be free again. It’s a chance of a lifetime. 110 acres with living quarters, implement building, state of the  
art irrigation system, 12 acres of cleared farmland... unlimited possibilities!

$990,000

MLS#256123

159 Concession 19 E., Tiny, 
Stunning million dollar private, year round-retreat, 48 acres with Southern Georgian Bay sunset views and sunsets!

$989,000

MLS#238563

348 Lafontaine Rd.W.,Tiny 
Investment or business opportunity-hamlet/commercial 
zoning; live upstairs and rent main floor studio.

$269,900

MLS#234176MLS#250527

Lot 9 Methodist Point Rd.,Tiny
Private 21 acres. Fantastic view of Southern Georgian 
Bay. Plan your future home/rec getaway.

$480,000

Lovely Vacant Land Building Lots 
Lt.16 Thunder Beach Rd./Lt.16 Thunder Beach Rd.Part 2

$75,000 $99,900

Building Opportunities 
Lt .111 Silver Birch Rd.,Tiny/Lt 41 Tiny Beaches Rd N.

$99,900 $79,000

MLS#195071 MLS#252018 MLS#254736 MLS#250767

We email this quick-reading newsletter up to 12 
times a year straight to subscribers’ Inboxes. Not 
receiving it? Stay in the know. Just email us at 
Secretary.fottsa@tinycottager.org, and we’ll add you 
to the list. 

P.S. Your email address is safe with us. We never 
share our list with anyone. 
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Stay in the Know with  
FoTTSA Flash


