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SEPTIC SERVICE

693 Fuller Avenue, Penetanguishene, Ontario LOM 2E8
Phone: (705) 526-7269 Fax: (705) 526-7854
1-877-990-9946
Septic Systems e Excavating ® Topsoil
Triple Mix ® Mulch e Limetone ¢ Gravel

tinneys@live.com
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LOU HOWE'S UNBEATABLE PRICING! ég X

ANT AND SPIDER CONTROL T
Up to 1500 Sq Ft, Single Story... $150 '
1500-2000 Sq Ft, Single Story... $180
2000+ Call us for a quote!

KEEP UNWANTED PESTS QUT!

CALL US TODAY 888.568.4693 OR 705.252.8512
ORVISIT HELPPESTCONTROL.COM
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Our Specialty:

BUILDING LOCATION
SURVEYS

Rodney G. Reynolds

Ontario Land Surveyor

705-429- 5028

rod@reynoldssurveying.com

Tiny and Penetanguishene: A Major War
Hero and His Pioneer Forebears, Part I

By JAack ELLis

Part | of this two-part series, published in the
Fall/Winter 2017 issue of The Tiny Cottager, reported on
the World War Il exploits of Alfred Burke Thompson, the
great escaping Thompson.*

The Penetanguishene/Tiny story of the Thompson
family begins with William Thompson (1786-1860),
who fought as a captain in the War of 1812 at
Queenston Heights. He was captured in 1814, but was
released and later settled near York (now Toronto). He
entered politics and won a seat in the
Upper Canada Legislature, in one
election defeating William Lyon
Mackenzie for a seat.

William Thompson'’s son, Alfred
Andrew Thomson (1813-1885), came
to Penetanguishene in 1830 as a
teenager. At that time, the settlement
consisted mainly of tents and
shanties. By 1828 the main British
military establishment on the Upper
Lakes had moved from Drummond
Island to the town, along with fami-
lies of Métis fur traders allied with the
British at Michilimackinac during the
War of 1812.

Although the naval base closed in
1834, the military base remained
until 1856. Some of the troops settled
in the area after their service was
complete, providing an English-
speaking population.

In the 1840s, French-speaking families from Quebec
(mainly from the area immediately east of Montreal),
attracted by promises of cheap and fertile land, joined
the French-speaking settlers already in recently sur-
veyed Tiny Township, providing much of the population
in and around what is now Lafontaine.

Later, as the logging industry began to develop,
more  English-speaking  settlers arrived and
Penetanguishene became the local market and meeting
place for all these groups of settlers.

Alfred A. Thompson worked for 10 years as an assis-
tant to Andrew Mitchell, Sr., a fur trader on Water Street,

Alfred Burke Thempson

and by 1840 he had prospered sufficiently to build a
store and warehouse of his own on the corner of Water
and Main Streets. It was then the only market in the
area where farmers could sell produce such as butter,
eggs, meat, fish, and vegetables for cash to pay their
taxes. It still exists, known as the Green Block, a her-
itage building commemorated by a large wall mural.

Alfred also built the imposing home at 14 Water St.
next to the very first solidly built house in the settlement
at 12 Water St. His home is now
beautifully restored, and has operat-
ed as a B&B in summer.

In  April 1857, Alfred was
appointed as Justice of the Peace for
the Tiny area, and was charged by
County Council to take a census
with a view to incorporation of
Penetanguishene as a Village. This
was passed, showing a population of
841 within the village limits. In
March 1882, the Ontario Legislature
made the village a Town, and Alfred
became its first mayor.

(Comparable dates for Midland
are: 1878, Village; 1890, Town.)

His three sons all became
lawyers. Alfred Burke Thompson
(1862-1942) was educated at UCC
and Osgoode Hall, U of T. He served
as an officer in the Queen’s Own
Rifles in the Northwest Rebellion of 1885. Thereafter he
also had a lengthy political career, serving as Member
from Simcoe Centre in the Ontario Legislature from
1898 to 1902 and 1905 to 1919. He subsequently was
elected Member from Simcoe East to the Dominion
Parliament, serving from 1925 to 1935. His gravestone
is in the yard of the Garrison Church on Church St.

The “great escaper” was his grandson.

You can find out lots more about the Thompsons,
Penetanguishene and Tiny at the Penetanguishene
Centennial Museum and Archives, 13 Burke Street,
Penetanguishene.

* Read Part | online at tinycottager.org.

Pioneer Handcraft Furniture
Handmade in Canada Since 1946

Custom furniture & cabinets | Cottage interior consultation
Custom cushions & window coverings
1-800-567-6604 www.pioneerhandcraft.ca
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building centre

= Building Design Consultation

= Custom-Designed Home Packages
= Product Installations

= Kitchen & Bathroom Design
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Installation Services

Showroom - 105 Fourth St. - Store Location - 159 Fourth St.
Midland
www.midlandhhbc.com
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THE FAIRLAWN GROUP

All of us over react and at times seem to behave irrationally. We have habits and repetitive,
negative thoughts and feelings. When any of these negatively impact our relationships, our well
being, our happiness or enjoyment of life then it might be a good idea to make some changes.

Hypnosis is a time and cost effective, non-addictive approach which allows clients to
make positive changes in their lives.
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Toronto: 416 695-0005 | Tiny Township: 705 361-2457
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N
AS
7
V-4
24
Vz

You’re with Friends and Family! (v

e Storage --covered, heated, inside or outside.

e Dry Stacking - inside, outside and annual packages available.
o Dockage - wide stable floating docks for boats up to 60 feet.
e Service - expert service and support for all gas and diesel engines

e Chandlery - well stocked parts and accessories for your boating needs

o Transients Welcome - floating motel rooms available for guests and non boaters.

HINDSON

MARINA INC.

Your Full Service Marina
on Southern Georgian Bay!

Dockage
Starting at
$1005.

79 Champlain Road, P 0. Box 5025
Penetanguishene ON LM 2G2
705.549.2991
email: info@hindsonmarina.com
web: www.hindsonmarina.com
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